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NARRATIVE 
OF SEVERAL ATTEMPTS MADE BY THE CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN, 
BETWEEN THE YEARS 1752 AND 1759, TO OPEN A RELIGIOUS 


INTERCOURSE WITH THE COPTIC AND ABYSSINIAN CHRISTIANS. 


Amone the various plans for the extension of the Redeemer’s 
kingdom, which presented themselves to the ardent mind of the 
late Count Zinzendorf, none was more fondly cherished, or, for a 
season, more zealously pursued, than that of forming a close 
spiritual connexion between the reviving Unity of the Brethren, 
and other divisions of the Church of Curist on earth. His object 
herein was not so much to bring about the reformation of corrupt 
systems of faith, where such were found to exist, as to seek out 
and offer the right hand of fellowship to individuals, of whatever 
name or nation, who were disposed, without prejudice to any 
existing forms, to unite with himself and his Brethren in steadfast 
adherence to the cardinal doctrine of the Holy Scripture, that 
salvation is to be obtained alone through the merits of Jesus, and 
that communion with Him is the source of all true happiness. It 
was this wish that led him to entertain the bold idea, of sending 
Brethren to visit the distant and hitherto nearly inaccessible 
Christians in Egypt and Abyssinia. During the last eight years 
of his life, he made two successive attempts for the accomplish- 
ment of this purpose ; but each of them was rendered abortive by 
the peculiar difficulties attendant upon it. Yet, notwithstanding 
their failure, the particulars of these several undertakings deserve 
to be held in remembrance. The Brethren who were engaged in 
them, experienced numberless proofs of the divine aid and 
protection amidst the difficulties and dangers to which they were 
often exposed; and the acquaintance which they were led to 
form with many estimable persons, during the progress of their 
arduous labors, proved of essential service to the cause to which 
they had devoted themselves. Circumstances of this description 
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ean hardly fail to call forth the thankful feelings of the Lorp’s 
servants, and to confirm their faith and confidence in Him. 

It was in the year 1752 that the Brethren made their first 
attempt to open a missionary communication with Abyssinia. 
The Brother appointed to this service was Frederic William 
Hocker, a physician by profession, a man who had already shown 
himself possessed of the true missionary spirit.* His directions 
were, to remain for some time in Egypt, and preferably in Grand 
Cairo, for the sake of acquiring a competent knowledge of the 
Arabic language; to collect all possible information re elative to 
the actual state of Abyssinia, and the best mode of visiting that 
country, and obtain the good will and confidence of the Patriarch of 
the Coptic Church, to whom he was furnished with credentials 
from Count Zinzendorf. It was hoped that, by this means, the 
Patriarch might be induced to give him a recommendatory letter 
to the head of the Abyssinian Church, which has always main- 
tained an intimate connexion that of the Copts in Egypt. Count 
Zinzendorf being at that time resident in England, Hocker went 
over to that country for his instructions, and on the 8th of May 
embarked at London for Genoa, no other suitable conveyance 
offering itself. Thence he was under the necessity of proceeding 
to Leghorn for the prosecution of his voyage to Alexandria ; 
owing to which circumstances, nearly a quarter of a year elapsed 
before he reached the country which was to be the scene of 
his labors. 


The remainder of the narrative is given in his own words :— 


“ As we approached the Turkish provinces lying on the north 
coast of Africa, a sensation of horror came over me, and I felt my 
courage begin to fail; in my distress I fled for refuge to my 
gracious Lorp and Master, beseeching Him to strengthen my 
faith, and to restore my confidence in Him; whereupon my com- 
posure and cheerfulness immediately returned. 

“On the Ist of August we came safely to anchor in the new 
harbor of Alexandria. The text appointed for the day taught me, 
that I must be prepared to encounter a variety of trials and disap- 
pointments: but at the same time pointed out to me the light in 
which I should regard them, and the sure means of rendering 
them conducive to my own spiritual benefit. The passage of 
Scripture referred to was the following, from the Lamentations 
of Jeremiah, ch. iii. 26-30. “It is good that a man should both 
hope and quietly wait for the salvation of the Lorp. He sitteth 
alone, and keepeth silence, because he hath borne it upon him. 
He giveth his cheek to him that smiteth him; he is filled full 
with reproach.” 


*In the year 1747, he had been engaged in an attempt to carry the Gospel to the 
Gaures or Guebres, in Persia; in the prosecution of which, both he and his col- 
league, Br. Rufler, endured extreme hardships, and on more than one occasion 
narrowly escaped with their lives. See Missionary Intelligencer, Vol. I. No. 4, 
page 173. 
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“ Before I landed, I thanked the Lorp with fervor of spirit, for 
the faithfulness with which He had hitherto led me, and com- 
mended myself to His future gracious direction. On entering the 
city, I proceeded without loss of time to the house of the English 
Vice-Consul, Mr. Brown, whose acquaintance I had made on my 
journey to Persia, some years before. It would be impossible for 
a father to demean himself to a child, or one brother to another, 
with greater affection than I experienced from this worthy man 
and his whole family. They repeatedly expressed to me the 
pleasure which my visit afforded them, and the gratification they 
had derived from a letter I had addressed to them from Herrnhut 
the year before. Nothing would satisfy them but my consenting 
to become their guest; and as soon as my luggage was brought 
on shore, the Vice-Consul took the needful measures to have it 
passed at the Custom-house without examination. 

‘Various circumstances detained me nearly a fortnight in 
Alexandria, and this interval I endeavored to improve for the 
acquisition of useful information, relative to the mode of life I 
was about to adopt. One day I visited the Church of St. Mark, 
the only one which the Copts possess in Alexandria. It is with- 
out the walls, adjoining the Jews’ Synagogue, and not far from 
the Greek Convent. Its external appearance is unsightly, the 
structure being mean in itself and quite surrounded by other 
buildings. The interior cannot be seen without a light: and even 
with the help of a couple of wax candles, the view, as may be 
imagined, is gloomy in the extreme. It brought powerfully to 
my recollection the subterranean caverns, in which the first 
Christians were compelled to celebrate their religious rites. Por- 
tions of the church, which would however scarcely contain 
sixty persons, are railed off, and provided with two pulpits ; these 
are of wood, and without steps, so that whenever it is deemed 
necessary to use them, a stool has to be brought to enable the 
preacher to mount. My guide did not fail to point out to me the 
place, in which no less a relic than the head of the Evangelist St. 
Mark is reported to be kept. 

“Very soon after my landing in Egypt, I wrote to Mr. Barton, 
the English Consul at Cairo, to signify my arrival, and to inform 
him that I had a letter of recommendation to him from Mr. 
Faulkner, in England. In about twelve days I received his 
answer, which conveyed to me no very encouraging description 
of the capital, stating at the same time, that he had resigned the 
Consulship to Mr. Harris, and proposed leaving Cairo very 
ehortly. The latter gentleman, however, sent me a very friendly 
message through Mr. Brown, assuring me that I should be a 
welcome guest in his house, and that he should rejoice to have an 
opportunity of doing me any seryice. 

“Hereupon I set out for Rosetta, which is situated on the 
westernmost mouth of the Nile, accompanied by a merchant from 
Geneva, whose acquaintance I had made at Mr. Brown’s, and an 
Arab, who was to serve both as a guide and a protection against 


292 MISSION TO THE 


the Bedouins of the desert. The poor man seemed however to 
be himself under constant alarm, for he was continually reminding 
us not to talk loud, lest we should wake the Bedouins, who were 
here and there sleeping by the road side. We commenced our 
journey at four o’clock in the afternoon of the 18th of August, 
and rode till nine, along a sandy track, without meeting with any 
habitation, or any object to attract our attention beyond a few 
Arab tents. About half way to Rosetta we had to cross a sheet 
of water formed by an inundation of the sea. Having reached 
the opposite bank, we rested some hours in a caravansera, and, 
about two o’clock in the morning, pursued our journey. For 
many miles we were obliged to ride along the sea-shore, and the 
sea being very rough, we got thoroughly wet. At a short distance 
from Rosetta, we left the coast, and found, as we travelled for- 
ward, a succession of columns placed at regular intervals of about 
a mile, to serve as a mark to the passenger during the periodical 
inundations. About 7 in the morning we reached Rosetta, and 
met with a kind reception from the English Vice-Consul. My 
baggage arrived a few days later from Alexandria, and with it a 
young man who had accompanied me from England, and made 
himself very useful to me in various ways. Having engaged a 
passage on board a large bark, which was proceeding up the Nile 
to Cairo, we commenced our voyage on the 24th instant. ‘The 
fields on every side of us were covered with plentiful crops of 
rice, and presented a beautiful appearance ;*but we had much to 
suffer from the moschetoes, and should have enjoyed little rest at 
night, had not one of our fellow passengers, a Greek, lent us a 
kind of awning. The fertility of the country, and the number of 
villages profusely scattered on both shores of the river, astonished 
us beyond measure. On the evening of the 26th, we reached 
Bulac, the port of Cairo. Having passed the night on board the 
ship, we made qur entrance into the city the following morning. 
The dress which I had meanwhile assumed, in compliance with 
the fashion of the country, consisted of a caftan, or flowing cloak 
of silk, beneath which was a closer vestment of camlet, loose red 
trowsers, reaching to the ancles, and rendering stockings needless, 
yellow slippers, and leather socks of the same color. My head 
was covered with a great fur cap, and my mustachios had already 
assumed a respectable appearance. Thus accoutred, I rode into 
the city upon an ass. All this is prescribed by a positive law ; 
none but Mohammedans are allowed to ride on horseback, and 
they too, as well as the Jews and Christians, are subject to parti- 
cular regulations according to their rank and occupation, especially 
in regard to the covering for the head. In order to prevent, or 
to punish any irregularity in these respects, the streets are con- 
stantly patrolled by a band of from 20 to 30 Janissaries; and 
every offence is summarily visited with stripes, or even with loss 
of life. 

“We had to ride a full half hour, before we reached the resi- 
dence of the English Consul, who immediately offered me a room 
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and board in his house, till I could find a suitable lodging for myself. 
In the beginning, I attended but little to medical practice, being 
anxious first to make myself acquainted with the peculiarities of 
the climate, and the mode of living ; I had consequently the more 
time to devote to the study of the Arabic language. For this 
purpose, I engaged as teacher, a man who was originally a Copt, 
but, having studied at Rome, had embraced the Roman Catholic 
religion. He brought with him, certainly not without some ulte- 
rior view, a book which had been translated into Arabic, and the 
title of which was, “The true Faith to which the People of the 
East must become Converts.”” My obje@t being to learn the lJan- 
guage, I found that the only way to put an end to the disputes 
which were constantly arising between us on points of doctrine, 
was to remind my oflicious instructer, that I was a physician, and 
not a polemical divine. By degrees, I discontinued receiving 
regular lessons, and trusted preferably to the blessing of Gop on 
my own diligence in study, for the acquisition of a language 
which, to a person who, like myself, had attained the age of 
thirty-eight years, could not but present great difficulties. 

“In the beginning of November, I hired a house in the street 
of the Franks, for which I paid at the rate of sixteen ducats a 
year. The situation was secure, but inconveniently noisy, owing 
to its being at the junction of four streets. Furniture I found 
none, but Mr. Barton Jent to me a table, a bedstead, and a few 
chairs. Hitherto my health had remained good beyond my ex- 
pectations. During five months of the year, viz. from the middle 
of October to the middle of March, the temperature is like that of 
a European spring; in the following quarter, east winds are 
prevalent, which seem to blow out of a heated oven, and produce 
a feeling akin to suffocation. It is at this season that malignant 
fevers are rife, and that the plague not unfrequently breaks out. 
The remaining months, from August to October, are also suffi- 
ciently hot; but the northerly winds which then prevail relieve 
the sultriness of the atmosphere. 

“'The first correct information relative to Abyssinia, was given 
me by a Greek, whose acquaintance I had made at Mr. Barton’s 
house. He told me that it was scarcely possible to follow the 
course of the Nile to that country, on account of the many cata- 
racts in the river, and that, owing to the wars which constantly 
occurred between the Emperor of Abyssinia and the King of 
Sennaar, it was extremely dangerous to attempt a passage through 
the last mentioned country, and through the armies by which it 
was occupied. On the other hand, he assured me that the voyage 
down the Red Sea, from Suez to Jidda and Massowa, was attended 
with little comparative difficulty. On arriving at the latter place, 
which is on the Abyssinian frontier, it would however be neces- 
sary to despatch a letter to Gondar, the capital, applying for leave 
to.enter the country. He added that a Greek, by name George 
Drago, was at present the first minister of the Abyssinian court, 
and that he was anxious to induce foreigners of various useful 
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professions to settle in his master’s dominions. Opportunities 
were likewise afforded me of becoming acquainted with other 
European residents, with whom I endeavored to maintain a pro- 
fitable connexion. A Franciscan Monk, a native of Germany, 
whom I had attended with success during a dangerous illness, 
showed me in the sequel much confidence and friendship. He 
had resided about twelve years in Upper Egypt, and now purposed 
retiring to the Monastery of Hayndorf, on the frontiers of Bohe- 
mia and Silesia, there to spend the remainder of his days. Once 
I was visited by a Turkish physician, who had been originally a 
Htgonot. Six years agd he was discovered to be such by the 
French Catholics residing here, who would gladly have sent him 
in chains to Marseilles. To avoid this fate, he assumed the tur- 
ban, or, in other words, became a Mohammedan; he had for some 
time past been very uneasy in his mind, and, at the close of our 
interview, expressed a wish to call upon me a second time without 
his Turkish attendant; but, to my great regret, I saw no more of 
him. Of spiritual intercourse with such as I could consider 
brethren in the Lord Jesus, I was altogether are a loss 
which could only be made up by communion with my Saviour. 
With Him I sought comfort, the revival of my faith, and power 
to follow Him whithersoever He might lead me. He graciously 
heard my prayer, gave me to feel His peace, and enabled me, 
through the merits of His early exile in this very land, to feel 
myself at home among its inhabitants. 

** After waiting long for an opportunity of conversing with a 
native of Abyssinia, such a one was afforded me in May, 1753. 
My language-master introduced me to a man, who was. formerly 
a deacon of the Abyssinian Church, but had been absent from his 
native country for the space of fourteen years. From him I 
obtained the following information :—That, in his time, there was 
only one European resident at Gondar, who occupied the situation 
of physician to the Imperial Court, but under a stipulation not to 
practice his art elsewhere, without particular leave of the Empe- 
ror. The city he stated to be as well built as Cairo; and that 
in the country there were six or seven languages spoken, of which 
the Amharic was the court language, and possessed a great aflinity 
to the Arabic, which was also in use. It was very true, he 
observed, that the Emperor wished to introduce Europeans into 
his territories, especially such as were skilful artizans ; for, though 
there was no want of workmen in Abyssinia, there were few who 
could execute the finer kinds of work. From Arkoke, a place on 
the Red Sea, not far from Massowa, but within the Turkish 
dominions, a caravan consisting of camels travelled periodically 
to Gondar; in this way the journey occupied thirty days, but on 
mules it could be performed in fifteen. For about the first half 
of the way, the road led through a wilderness, in which, however, 
there was no want of water; but, from Hamassan, the country 
was level and cultivated, and interspersed with towns, about a 
day’s journey apart from each other. On my inquiring why a 
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traveller could not immediately proceed from Massowa to Gondar, 
but must wait the receipt of an express permission from the court, 
he replied, that this regulation had its origin, partly in the pre- 
vailing mistrust of strangers, and partly in the necessity of pro- 
viding them with mules and other conveyances for themselves 
and their luggage, without which they would have no means of 
performing the journey in safety. From other quarters I also 
learnt, that the Turks were more than ever reluctant to assist 
strangers who wished to visit Abyssinia, since they feared that 
the latter might enlighten the natives of that country to the preju- 
dice of the Turks themselves. On account of this circumstance, I 
was advised to proceed first to Constantinople and obtain a firman, 
or passport, from the Sultan, which it would not be difficult to 
procure, if I had good recommendations. 

‘Toward the end of June, I received a letter from Mr. Brown 
at Alexandria, stating that two young students of divinity, Stephen 
Schultz and Albert Frederick Woltersdorf, had arrived there from 
Halle, in Saxony, and that it was their intention to spend some 
time in Cairo, for their improvement in the Arabic language ; 
inquiry was therefore made, whether I was able to lodge them in 
my house.. Supposing that they were Missionaries from the Cal- 
lenberg Institution for the conversion of the Jews, I informed Mr. 
Brown that I should be happy to receive them, and to render them 
any service in my power. These worthy young men remained 
with me from the 28th of July to the 8th of October, when they 
set out for Aleppo, by way of Damietta. 

‘As soon as J had made myself sufficient master of the Arabic 
language to translate the letter addressed by Count Zinzendorf to 
the Coptic Patriarch, and to converse with the latter on the object 
of my mission without the aid of an interpreter, I resolved to pay 
my first visit to him. This took place on the 28th of November. 
When I arose on the morning of this day, and reflected on the 
nature of my engagement, I felt no small degree of anxiety. I 
was, however, greatly encouraged by the portion of Scripture 
appointed for the day, and remembering that the interview which 
I had in prospect was a part of my commission, I was enabled to 
enter upon it in the strength of the Lorn. 

*‘ In the court before the house of the Patriarch, I found several 
priests, who informed me that he was unwell, and confined to his 
bed. I answered, that, if that were the case, my visit would not 
be unwelcome, for I was a physician. After waiting a quarter of 
an hour, a priest called for me and conducted me to the Patriarch’s 
chamber. After I had saluted him in the customary way, and 
expressed my concern at his indisposition, he requested me to 
take a seat close to his couch, adding that his illness was not of 
much consequence, arising merely from a cold. His first question 
was, how long I had been at Cairo? I answered, rather more 
than a year. “So long!” he exclaimed, “and you have not come 
earlier to see me!” ‘The apology which I offered of my being 
imperfectly acquainted with the language, he accepted kindly, 
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and proceeded to speak of the two Missionaries from Halle, who 
had recently been with him, making use of a Roman Catholic 
interpreter. He added, that, agreeably to their request, he had 
written in their behalf to Jerusalem, whither they purposed going 
next spring, from Aleppo. I then briefly explained to him whence 
and with what purpose I had come to Egypt, and, rising from my 
seat, presented to him the letter from Count Zinzendorf, which I 
had brought with me. When he had perused it, which he did 
with much attention, I requested to be permitted to explain any 
expression in it which might appear to be obscure; he assured 
me, however, that this was unnecessary. Hereupon I gave him a 
short account of the history and constitution of the Brethren’s 
Church, of the share which our members were taking in the 
extension of Curist’s kingdom, and of their wish to stand in 
friendly and brotherly connexion with all true children of Gop, 
and thus, as far as in them lay, contribute to the fulfilment of our 
Saviour’s last Testament, that all His followers should be one. 
Our conversation now turned on my proposed journey to Abys- 
sinia, which I told him I hoped to accomplish, through his kind 
intervention in my favor. He observed, that correspondence 
with that country was very difficult, and that the distance was a 
serious one for a traveller. I answered that this consideration 
would not deter me, for that I had already performed a much 
longer journey. Some particulars of my journey to Ispahan were 
then related to him, which led us to an interesting conversation 
concerning other Missions among the Heathen, undertaken by the 
Brethren, and their blessed effects. After this preliminary con- 
versation, I retired, requesting leave soon to repeat my visit; to 
which he returned fer answer, that his house was mine. Of this 
friendly permission I availed myself twice previous to my journey 
to Constantinople. One afternoon, after I had waited some time 
in his antichamber, he entered, and requested me to take a seat 
by his side. ‘There were many persons present who had some 
complaint to bring before him, or some dispute which they wished 
him to compromise. The business, whatever it be, was soon 
transacted. Among those who came to ask his advice, was a 
Mussulman, who, having performed a pilgrimage to Mecca, bore 
the honored title of Hadjee. This person treated the Patriarch 
with as much respect as did those of his own communion, and 
kissed his hand both on his entrance and departure. At the con- 
clusion of this levee, I asked the Patriarch if he was thus occu- 
pied every day; to which he answered, that, on the present_ 
occasion, the number of applicants was few, and that not unfre- 
quently it was ten times as great. I could not refrain from 
expressing to him my satisfaction, at finding that the Copts prefer- 
red having their differences settled by him, rather than by a Turk- 
ish judge. I then stated to him my intention of undertaking a 
journey to Constantinople, in furtherance of my principal object, 
and of returning to Cairo, but that I would previously request of 
him to favor me with an answer to the letter from Count Zinzen- 











COPTS AND ABYSSINIANS. 297 


dorf, which I had had the honor to present. This he signified his 
willingness to give; and on my calling upon him again a few days 
after, he delivered into my hands the promised document, of 
which the following is an extract. ‘In the name of the merciful 
and gracious Gop. In Gop is Salvation. From Mark,* the 
servant of servants of the Lorp. The peace of our Lorp Gop, 
and the Captain of our Salvation, Jesus Curist, which He, in an 
upper room at Zion, poured forth upon the assembly of excellent 
disciples and apostles, may He pour out this peace upon the be- 
loved, excellent, and experienced Brother, the venerable Bishop, 
our father Aloysius,t the Liturgist of the Unity of the Brethren. 
This is to testify, beloved Brother, that the blessed son and 
venerable Deacon, Irenaeus{ Hocker, has delivered unto us your 
letter, which was full of affectionate cordial love. We have read 
it, and it became unto us a taste of your love unto all Christians. 
We in like manner pray Gop for you, and for all the Christian 
people, that He may exalt the glory of all Christians in the whole 
habitable world, through the nutrition of His life-giving cross.”§ 
On taking leave, he imparted to me his blessing, and best wishes 
for my journey. 

“‘ Before I quitted Cairo, I was anxious to attend divine service 
among the Copts, for which purpose I repaired on Sunday morn- 
ing, before sunrise, to the Patriarchal Church. On entering, I 
found the congregation listening to a passage from the life of 
some saint. This was followed by a hymn, and this again by a 
performance of instrumental music, which consisted in the some- 
what ingenious jingling together of two metallic plates, accom- 
panied by the strokes of two little wooden hammers upon some 
boards, Hereupon a young deacon, ten or twelve years of age, 
read a portion of Scripture ; after which, one of the ecclesiastics 
sung some words, which the Patriarch, rising from his seat, read 
aloud to the people. The station of this dignitary, during the 
greater part of the service, was in the choir, where he sat in a 
great arm chair with his crosier in his hand, surrounded by the 
priests and deacons, Another passage having been read out of 
the Bible, accompanied by a short comment, mass was performed 
in the hekal, or body of the church, followed by music of the kind 
already described. At the conclusion of the service, all the 
Church members passed through the choir, each one kissing the 
hand of the Patriarch, who had stationed himself at the door of 
the hekal, he in return stroking every one upon the face. There 
were no seats in the church, and I had to lean, like all around 
me, upon a crutch during the service.” 





* The Patriarchs of the Copts, who have also the title of Patriarchs of Alexandria, 
Jerusalem, Abyssinia, and Nubia, are all called after the Evangelist Mark, who is 
considered the founder of the Church of Alexandria. This was Mark the 106th. 

+ Lewis, i. e. Count Zinzendorf. 

+ Frederick, or in German, Friederich, which signifies rich in peace. 

§See Crantz’s Histery of the Brethren, page 435:—also Holmes’ Historical 
Sketches of the Brethren’s Missions, page 447. 


( To be continued.) 
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MISSIONARY ACCOUNTS 


[From the “ Periodical Accounts,” &c.] 
GREENLAND. 


EXTRACT OF THE DIARY OF THE CONGREGATION AT FREDERICKS- 
THAL, IN GREENLAND, FOR 1830. 


June 7th. The assistant Greenland Brother, Michael, visited 
us, and expressed his gratitude for his success in the seal fishery. 
He brought three seals with him, which he gave to his two daugh- 
ters, who are our housemaids. 

12th. He arrived with a stock of winter provisions, accompa- 
nied by his wife. Both declared, that they would now go to the 
eastward, to meet the Heathen coming from thence, and endeavor 
to converse with them about the one thing needful. They consi- 
der their countrymen, who have grown old in heathenish supersti- 
tion, with great compassion, and have an ardent desire to lead 
them to their Saviour, that they may experience the same mercy 
with themselves. The words of such truly converted persons 
make a great impression on the Heathen. 

On the 27th and following days, several boats arrived with our 
people from the out-places; they were full of gratitude to Gop 
their heavenly Father, for their unusual success in fishing. They 
also gathered a large quantity of angelica, growing here in great 
abundance, which, cut in pieces and mixed with blubber, is put 
into large sacks and preserved for winter use. 

We were meanwhile engaged with cutting wood for firing. 
This is brought to us by the Greenlanders, and is the more valua- 
ble, as the ships coming to the southern settlements have no room 
for fire-wood. 

July 6th. Two boats returned from Julianenhaab, and brought 
us our annual supplies; for their safe delivery into our hands we 
are particularly thankful, and especially beg to express our grati- 
tude to our friends for the dried fruits sent us, and which in winter 
are a most welcome and wholesome substitute for vegetables. 
We have four goats, which devour much of our corn. We were 
sorry, that, for want of room, no planks had been brought by the 
ship. Our church, therefore, must again remain in an unfinished 
state, which the continual increase of our congregation renders 
particularly inconvenient. 

On the 10th, all the people, men and women, returned from the 
western islands to join us at the Holy Communion. Some said : 
“‘ Oh what joy and gratitude fill our hearts, when we reflect on the 
privileges we enjoy, and compare the feelings, which now lead us 
to join the people of Gop in His sanctuary, with those which 
formerly pervaded our breasts, when we spent our time in these 
very islands practising all manner of wickedness.” 

The 14th was the funeral of the single Brother Bernhard. He 
was a man of a peculiar character, and since his baptism, very 
strict in his judgment of himself, particularly when he heard our 
Saviour described as the Judge of mankind. He possessed un- 
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common strength of body, and had often rendered us willing 
services. 

20th. Three strange Heathen arrived from the eastward, in 
company of Herman, son of the assistant Michael. One of 
them came immediately to us, and announced that five more boats 
full of Heathen were on their passage across the Ice-bay. Being 
asked why they came in such numbers, whether to traffic and then 
return, the man answered: “ No, we come that we may be con- 
verted, for we all wish to be saved, and not one intends to return.” 
All three made the same declaration. We answered, that they 
were welcome among us, and that they should tell their Heathen 
countrymen, that we would receive them. 

24th. Herman returned to meet and bring them hither, as soon 
as the state of the ice would permit. From these people we 
received the first account of the expedition of Lieutenant Graah, 
and that he had spent the winter in their neighborhood. 

August 7th. In the evening meeting, the assistant Nathaniel 
delivered an impressive discourse, treating of the sufferings of our 
Saviour, and representing how grievous it would be to crucify 
Him afresh by our sins. 

On the 9th and following days, the sea was full of drift ice, and 
severable of our people experienced remarkable preservations. 
Aaron’s boat had a great hole made in its bottom, and the party 
were obliged to take refuge upon a flake of ice. Nathaniel and 
his party, consisting of his wife, children, and another mother and 
child, met with a similar accident, and with difficulty saved the 
sinking boat, and got to shore. He first waded through the 
water, and then with a kayak returned to the flake of ice on 
which his family had taken refuge, and dragging the flake to the 
shore, brought them all into a place of safety. A single Brother 
having wounded one of the largest seals with his harpoon, or dart, 
the enraged creature attacked him, overset his kayak, and bit his 
arm so fiercely, that he must have been lost, had not a Heathen 
Greenlander assisted him, righted his kayak, and killed the seal. 
The bite became very sore, and he suffered from it for a 
long while. 

On the 11th and following days, eight boats full of Heathen arriv- 
ed here from the eastward, having been met by Michael, as above 
related. They all declared their joy and thankfulness for having 
reached this place; where they hoped to find the way of salvation. 
They are the first Heathen that have come to us from that dis- 
tance, having, according to their own account, come from the east- 
ward of the Ice-bay, (which is in the 62d degree.) Their voyage 
to that bay took up five or six days, and they reported that many 
Greenlanders lived on that distant coast, nearly five hundred 
English miles from hence. Our people gave them a most friendly 
reception, and showed them every attention; their dress and 
dialect are peculiar, and different from those of this region. 

The 13th was made a day of blessing to us, both in remem- 
brance of this Memorial-day of our Church, and because we had 
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the pleasure to see one-and-forty of the Heathen newly arrived, 
coming into our house to have their names registered as inhabit- 
ants of our settlement. We represented to them, that they were 
quite at liberty to go to the Danish Mission at Nenortelik, which 
we encouraged them to do, to remove all appearance as if we pre- 
vailed on the Greenlander rather to come hither for instruction. 
But they said, that they had long waited for our arrival, though 
for thirty years the Danish Mission had existed. They were 
unanimous in these declarations. A father of a family of seven 
children said: “We desire most ardently, that our souls may be 
saved ; and the good Spirit of Gop has long ago created that wish 
within us; for in our country we experienced nothing but fear, 
and uneasiness of mind, and could obtain no peace; we therefore 
wished to join the Believers, but were discouraged by the length 
and danger of the journey. But now Gop has brought us in 
safety, by granting an unusually mild winter for the purpose.” 
They likewise promised to forsake all heathenish customs, and 
to obey all the rules of the place. We therefore wrote down their 
names, and were particularly gratified with their friendly conduct 
and cordiality, as if they had known us for a long time. Many 
kept exclaiming: “‘ You are so kind, that we are delighted to be 
with you.” We exhorted them not to place their dependence on 
man, but to turn with their whole hearts to our Saviour, who now 
should be the chief object of their desires. ‘ Yes,” said an 
old and very serious looking Heathen, “hitherto we have only 
known something of the Devil, and served him, but now we will 
turn with our whole hearts to our Saviour.” They all heard with 
great eagerness what we told them of His love to sinners, and 
John Michael explained in a very simple but impressive manner 
all we said. At our desire, they related to us many particulars 
concerning their own country, where there appear to be immense 
falls of snow, covering their dwellings in one night. The sea 
being choked up with ice, they cannot use their kayaks in winter, 
and only catch a small kind of seal upon the ice. They have 
neither eider-ducks nor puffins, and no herrings in summer, and 
must spend three or four days in travelling to get provisions for 
winter. The weather about this time was so dry and hot, that 
the grass was in many places burnt up, and our little brook be- 
came dry. We were obliged to fetch water from the Koenigs- 
bach, which was fuller than ever, by the thawing of the glaciers 
or ice-blinks. 

On the 28th, four boats of Heathen arrived ; one of which pro- 
ceeded to Nenortelik. 

On the 29th, twenty-nine Heathen called upon us, begging to 
have their names written down. They all came from Ice-bay, 
and said, that their only view was to know Jesvs as their Saviour. 
We asked, whether their children were in the same mind; when 
they assured us, that it was their children that chiefly persuaded 
them to come hither. A widow with five children declared, that 
since the latter had heard, last year, what the visiters from hence 
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had reported of the truths of the Gospel, they had besought her 
day and night with tears to bring them to us. They all heard 
with eagerness what we said, and the explanations of Michael the 
assistant. Above eighty of these people came from the most 
distant eastern coast, from which, during the present and past 
year, a hundred and eleven Heathen have been added to our little 
congregation. May the Lorp guide them into all truth by His 
Holy Spirit! for He alone is able to direct them and us in the 
right way. We had immediately an encouraging instance of His 
mercy in the conversion of a young and very amiable woman. 
She came hither afflicted with an incurable disease, and was 
brought to us by her parents. When Br. Kleinschmidt visited 
her, she begged most earnestly that she might be baptized. Her 
parents seconded her request with great fervency, and related, 
that she was continually speaking of the mercy of our Saviour. 
It was indeed astonishing to hear how much she understood of 
the Gospel. She bore her pain with uncommon patience, answered 
alt our questions with clearness, and we had no scruple in admit- 
ting her to baptism. Her tent was filled with Heathen Green- 
landers, and our people stood without during the solemn transac- 
tion. Sh¢ obtained the name of Lydia, for truly the Lorp 
Himself had opened her heart. She died very happily on the 
second of September, and her heathen father carried her to the 
grave. The joy he felt at her baptism seemed to supersede his 
grief over her loss. In general, the character of these eastern 
Heathens appears unaffected and simple. They show great con- 
fidence toward us, and are ready to consult us upon every occa- 
sion. Among our stores received from Lichtenau, we found to 
our great joy fifty Greenland New Testaments, of the edition which 
the British and Foreign Bible Society printed for our use some 
years ago. Ninety in all have been sent to us, and as we have 
now above sixty Greenlanders who can read, this precious gift, 
for which we beg to repeat our expressions of gratitude, will be 
made the best use of. 

30th. In the night, we had a violent storm of thunder and 
lightning, followed by a high wind from the north, with very 
heavy rains. In the following days, we were glad to find that 
our new comers were successful in their seal fishery, and could 
lay up some store for the winter. 

Oct. 2d. We spoke with all our communicants. One of them 
observed, that he had been in a great many places during the 
summer, but every where found the Lorp present to help and 
bless him. 

On the 8th we got a large crop of vegetables from our garden. 

10th. Two kayaks arrived with a letter from Lieutenant Graah, 
informing us that he had returned within two days’ journey of this 
place, and begging us to send him some European food, as he had 
hitherto lived chiefly on Greenland dishes. We sent him with 
pleasure as much as would fill two kayaks. 
13th. A very old widow was baptized in her tent, and when Br. 
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Kleinschmidt, in his discourse, spoke of the love of Jesus to poor 
sinners of every age and description, she added: “ Yes, I am 
very sinful and unworthy of His mercy.” The uncommon suc- 
cess of our people in the seal fishery we consider to have been a 
providential circumstance, for, soon after, a dangerous pectoral 
disease became rife among the Greenlanders, both here and in 
other places, insomuch that they could not go out, and our time 
was taken up with attendance on the sick. 

On the 14th, the single Brother Isaiah died of this disorder, and 
the newly baptized widow died on the following day. 

16th. Early, we found two Greenland Heathen boys standing 
in our hall, with folded hands; and being asked what they wanted, 
they requested that their poor father might be baptized. Br. 
Kleinschmidt accompanied them to their tent, and found the poor 
man in a dying state, but earnestly desirous to know the way of 
salvation. He said: ‘I came hither from the distant east, because 
I want a Saviour, and I will go to Jesus only, for he is my 
Saviour.” These words he often repeated, and as he seemed pre- 
pared by the Spirit of Gop to die in the faith of Curist, we deter- 
mined to grant his wish. His whole conduct, and his answers 
to the questions put to candidates, were most satisfactory, and the 
presence of the Lorp was very powerfully felt during the solemn 
transaction. When it was over, his wife, who appeared in perfect 
health, sitting by his side, exclaimed, “Pray, baptize me too, for 
I too desire to know Jesus as my Saviour, and to go to Him.” 
This her desire was fulfilled; for, shortly after, she was a corpse. 

To-day, our friend, Lieutenant Graah, arrived on foot during a 
heavy rain, having left his boat many miles from hence; we 
gladly afforded him every refreshment. He seemed exceedingly 
fatigued and weary of his journey. The account he gave us was 
most interesting, and he showed us a map he had made of the 
eastern coast. We highly respect this worthy man, who has 
devoted himself to the service of his country with great faithful- 
ness, and willingly endured many toils and dangers in the prose- 
cution of his researches. He was surprised to see our hall, till 
late at night, filled with Greenlanders, fetching medicines and 
requesting advice. Though he has sent an account of his expedi- 
tion to Copenhagen, which will probably be published, we may 
insert a short sketch of his verbal narrative. He confirmed all 
we had heard from the new comers on the 13th of August, and 
reported, that the eastern coast was continually covered with 
snow; that the Greenlanders themselves were in summer very 
short of provisions, and the people he employed had often gone 
supperless to bed. His own people had often robbed his store, 
but he had admired the honesty of the Heathen Greenlanders, 
who did not touch one article. He was obliged to live upon 
Greenland food, and for small portions of seals’ flesh to barter 
cups and other articles, until his whole stock was consumed, and 
he depended entirely upon the good-will of the people, by whom 
he was sometimes much oppressed. His Heathen guide, perceiv- 
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ing how entirely his master depended upon him, attacked him 
once with a knife in his hand, but was prevented from committing 
murder by the firmness and courage of the Lieutenant, who said: 
“Hitherto you have been a good man, are you now going to be a 
devil?” By this calm address his rage seemed to be subdued. 
Lieutenant Graah had reached the 65th degree of N. L. where the 
coast ended toward the south-east, and it was quite impossible to 
proceed on account of the ice. It was 750 English miles from 
this place, and he thought that about six hundred Greenlanders 
occupied that part of the coast. Lately five boats full of Heathen 
were lost in the ice, and about fifty persons perished. A large 
number have come to us from that quarter. The Greenlanders 
report, that farther still many Greenlanders reside, who suffer 
great want, and are quite under the power of the angekoks, or 
sorcerers. They invited the Lieutenant to attend their dances 
and incantations, which he described as horrible to behold. He 
saw also a number of orphan children in great distress. Neither 
hares nor reindeer are found on the east coast, and the inhabitants 
did not even recognise their skins. ‘They convey their dead to a 
distance from the land, and throw them into the sea, and their 
howling over the corpses is rendered still more discordant by its 
being joined in full cry by all their dogs. As far as the 65th 
degree, the Lieutenant had discovered only the dwellings of the 
natives, and no traces of the ruins of European houses. It seems, 
therefore, to be certain, that the report of a European colony on 
the east coast is unfounded, and relates to a colony settled here- 
abouts, and beyond Julianenhaab, where many ruins exist, and 
where the warm springs are resorted to. The Lieutenant stated 
to us, that the point of land called Staatenhuk, is the most south- 
erly point of Greenland. On the 19th, he left us for Nenortelik 
with expressions of true kindness and friendship. 

On the 18th, a very old Heathen, Ardlimek, was baptized on 
his death-bed, and called Obadiah. Ever since his arrival from 
the east, he conducted himself with remarkable seriousness, and 
was distinguished by his great good sense, and attention to the 
word of Gop. He said: “ Early and late I think of nothing but 
Jesus Curist my Saviour, and desire to be with him in heaven.” 
The Lorp strengthened him, in the few days between his baptism 
and his departure, to bear testimony to his countrymen of the hap- 
piness of a reconciled sinner. ‘Two other Heathen were shortly 
after baptized under very similar circumstances, and called Lewis 
and Joshua. The latter left a widow, avery sensible and amiable 
person, who, with three more of our people, soon followed her 
husband to the grave. Among those that departed was Benigna, 
who came with her husband, the well known angekok, Imernek, 
and always distinguished herself by great good sense, and correct 
behavior. She expressed her sorrow, that her husband had so 
long served the devil, and truly rejoiced at his conversion. She 
grew in grace, and we could have wished to have kept her longer 
among us, as an exemplary character. Others of our patients 
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gave evidence of a truly awakened heart, and were baptized on 
their death-beds, testifying their faith in the Lord Jesus, and 
dependence on His blood-bought salvation. Among them was a 
man called Ullo, who seemed fully prepared by the Spirit of Gop, 
to receive and understand the way of salvation, through the merits 
of a crucified Saviour. In short, we may say, that there appeared, 
in many of the new comers, a previous work of the Holy Spirit, 
preparing them for the reception of the Gospel. 

On the 24th, we had four funerals, the distemper, which was 
accompanied by violent cough, proving fatal in many cases. The 
funerals were conducted with much solemnity by our people, and 
were attended with great devotion, the weather also being remark- 
ably fine. By this visitation we were sorry to lose some hopeful 
young people, after a short illness. They departed this life rely- 
ing on the merits of our Saviour, of which we might quote many 
edifying instances. One said: “I have prayed to Jesus, and 
have felt that He hears me, and I am happy.” Others expressed 
their earnest desire, that they might find the one thing needful. 
It may have tended to increase the disorder, that the patients 
were not accustomed, or rather were averse to taking medicine, to 
which we could hardly persuade them, until, perhaps, it was too 
late; and though we grieved for the loss of so many hopeful 
people, we could not but rejoice over the state of their minds ; 
and the heavenly feeling of the presence of Gop, during their 
baptism, comforted our hearts. Their only desire seemed to be 
to know and enjoy the mercy of their Saviour, and we were 
astonished and moved to tears, while we attended to their simple 
words and expressions. Oh how great is the power of the Lorp, 
and of His Spirit, in opening the hearts of even the most benighted 
Heathen; and in causing His light to shine upon them, by which 
in so short a time He leads them to Himself. It was surprising 
to see how willingly they quitted all their heathenish customs 
and superstitions, and how they spent their time in prayer, and 
seemed comforted even over the loss of their children and friends, 
in the happy view of a blessed eternity. The majority of those 
removed were married people, by which the number of widows 
and orphans was much increased. 

27th. Two communicants departed; one of them, Timothy, 
came hither with his family, consisting of fourteen persons, from 
the eastward, in 1825. He was a very worthy member of our 
congregation, orderly and cheerful in his whole behavior: he 
often declared that our Saviour and His love were the favorite 
subjects of his thoughts. Indeed his very countenance declared 
the truth of it, and his end was peace. We mourned over his loss, 
The other was Adolph, a man of mild and exemplary manners, 
the reverse of which he showed before his conversion. 

On the 31st, we had again four funerals. Christian had arrived 
here with his young wife from the east; he lost her to his great 
sorrow, but did not suffer himself to be disturbed in his regular 
course and attendance at church, till he was seized by the same 
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disorder: Peter was baptized at Lichtenau, where he’ arrived in 
1824, from Staatenhuk. He was one of our assistants, and had a 
peculiar gift in addressing his countrymen, and explaining to them 
the truths of the Gospel. His character was faithfulness and 
‘humility, by which he gained the esteem ofall. He was followed 
to the grave by Aaron, a man of similar disposition, and, without 
having the name, a most useful assistant in the congregation. He 
came hither in 1824, with the first twelve settlers. He leaves a 
young widow, Magdalen, who came hither with her father, the 
conjurer Imernek. She was baptized on February 28th, and dis- 
tinguished herself by her piety and amiable disposition. The 
Lorp has gathered in a rich harvest from among these people. 
Many tears have followed them to their graves, but we and their 
relatives have had much comfort, in their happy exit out of this 
world. The frequent baptisms of the patients made an impres- 
sion upon the Heathen, who generally filled the tents. In one 
instance, when the candidate was asked, whether he wished and 
hoped to depart and be with Curist, which he answered with full 
purpose of heart, many voices were heard among those present, 
exclaiming : ‘* We also wish to go to that blessed place.” ‘Thus 
these occurrences, though painful in themselves, proved a source 
of joy and consolation to us and our people. After having lost 
sixteen of the eighty Heathen, who moved here last summer, and 
fourteen of our own people, the disorder abated in November, 
with the cold weather, and our Greenland brethren could go out 
to get provisions. 

On the 2d of November, being the anniversary of the dedication 
of our first place of worship, we had a solemn meeting, and after- 
ward distributed the presents sent to the baptized candidates, 
which were received with great gratitude and joy. The Brethren 
and youths received each a knife, and the Sisters and girls some 
ribands and needles. To all our friends who took share in this 
kind gift, we beg to return our most cordial thanks, and those of 
our people. 

On the 4th and 5th, we spoke with all our communicants, who 
were thankful to the Lorp for preserving them in soul and body 
during their summer residence in the out-places. The celebration 
of the Holy Communion was truly blessed. Our schools recom- 
menced, and all our people were spoken with individually. Hav- 
ing met with so much success in their fisheries, they were enabled 
to relieve the necessities of the new comers. 

Dec. 1st. The weather was as mild and beautiful as in summer. 

12th. Six Heathen were baptized, and two appointed candidates. 

20th. We held a conference with the Greenland assistants, and 
were glad to hear from them a good report of all our people in 
the out-places, and especially of the youth. 

24th. A very warm south wind brought on such an extraordi- 
nary fall of rain, that our land was covered with water, insomuch 
that we could not meet for the celebration of Christmas-eve. 


Suddenly the wind came round to the north, with severe frost, 
VoL. 1V.—39 
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and we were enabled to keep Christmas on the 25th with peculiar 
gladness of heart. Our place of worship was quite crowded, and 
our many new people manifested great attention, being also 
delighted with the children singing the hosanna. ‘Toward the 
close of the year, we had again mild and pleasant weather, and 
our Greenlanders were filled with gratitude for the success granted 
to them in their occupations at sea, for which we and they thank 
our heavenly Father. We closed the year with prayer and praise. 

In the course of this year 7 children were born, 38 Heathen 
were baptized, 25 became partakers of the Holy Communion, and 
4 couple were married ; 31 baptized, and 9 unbaptized, departed 
this life. Before the close of the year, 80 Heathen had removed 
hither. The whole number of Greenlanders under our care con- 
sisted of 394 persons; of these 111 are unbaptized, and 115 com- 
municants ; 44 more than last year. 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM BROTHER JOHN LEHMANN. 


“ New Herrnhut, June 6th, 1831. 


“ Dear Brotuer,—Your letter of February 18th, afforded us 
gratifying proofs of the brotherly love and the kind participation 
in all the concerns of this Mission, felt by you and all our dear 
English friends. We return you our cordial thanks for them, and 
likewise for the services you have rendered to us in externals; 
particularly, that, by your kind directions, sent to Copenhagen, 
we have again been provided with that most valuable article, coals, 
without which we should be at a loss how to exist. May Gop 
bless and reward all our dear benefactors. 

**Concerning the state of our congregation, I may truly declare, 
to the praise of our Uorp and Saviour, that the walk and conver- 
sation of most of our people is conformed to the Gospel, and that 
His name is honored by them. Some few instances of unfaithful- 
ness always occur, and may be expected, especially during the 
dispersion of our congregation, now more than ever enforced by 
the colonial authorities. Above half of our people must live in 
the out-places, which are from ten to forty English miles from 
hence; and new commands are frequently given, for additional 
families to leave this place. The difficulties to us and our Green- 
landers are thereby greatly multiplied, and our labor among them 
rendered very burdensome. They can seldom come to us; and 
voyages to visit them are often dangerous for a European. 

“The last winter was mild for Greenland; the severest cold in 
March, being about Fahrenheit’s zero. Our people were well 
supplied with provisions by hunting and fishing; and could dis- 
pose of a considerable quantity of seal, reindeer, and fox skins, 
beside oil, to the Danish colonists. No particular sickness occur- 
redamong the natives, except the influenza, peculiar to this climate, 

which sometimes brought on pectoral fevers, and, in a few 
instances, proved fatal. We gave them all the good advice and 
assistance in our power; but, in this respect also, they suffer 
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much inconvenience in the out-places, especially in stormy 
weather. Even from sixteen hours’ distance, several came to us 
for medical advice and medicines, which we always give gratis to 
the poor. 

“This Mission will soon have existed a hundred years; and 
we particularly commend it, in all its branches, to you, and our 
dear Brethren every where. Pray for us at the throne of grace, 
that the Lorp our Saviour, who has caused a glorious and fruit- 
bearing tree to arise from a weak sapling of His own planting, 
would break forth as the Sun of righteousness, penetrating through 
all the fogs by which His kingdom on earth seems, at present, to 
be partially obscured; that, here and every where, abundant fruit 
may be produced, and He may ‘ see of the travail of His soul and 
be satisfied.’ We commend ourselves to your kind remembrance 
of us in our present peculiarly trying situation. May His peace 
and grace be with you.””* 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM BROTHER MICHAEL EBERLE. 


“ Lichtenfels, May 2Ath, 1831. 

“You cannot conceive how gratifying and encouraging it is to 
us to enjoy your love and prayers under our present critical cir- 
cumstances, when attempts are made, by force, to scatter our 
congregation. Never before have we witnessed such a spirit 
among the colonists. All kinds of luxury and immorality prevail; 
and a dreadful example is given to the poor Greenlanders. Here, 
at Lichtenfels, however, we live in peace; for the principal agent 
is a very worthy man, who has no pleasure in such proceedings. 
As to our Greenland congregation, though imperfections abound, 
we cannot be sufficiently thankful for the faithful care of the good 
Shepherd over His flock. Very few have been seduced by the 
enemy to sin, and to leave the congregation ; and these soon turn 
with repentance to seek mercy and pardon from our Saviour. 

“ The festivals and the celebration of the Holy Sacraments have 
been peculiarly seasons of blessing; and our Greenlanders testify 
their thankfulness that they belong to a flock of Curist. They 
have also experienced Gop’s blessing in externals, and none have 
suffered hunger. 

“‘A Danish Lieutenant of the Royal Navy, N. Graah, has been 
surveying the east coast of Greenland in a women’s-boat, and 
has penetrated as far to the northward as any traces of human 
habitations are to be met with. He spent a year and a half on 
this survey, and lived among the Heathen Greenlanders. They 
all declared that they intended to remove to the westward, which 
we are glad of, and hope that many of them will be gained for 
our Saviour. 

“We have here, as you suppose, many privations; but the 





* The congregation at New Herrnhut, at the close of the year 1830, consisted of 
267 adults, of whom 162 were communicants, and 119 children. 
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Lorp preserves me and my family in cheerfulness and health. 
All we want is made up to us by His gracious presence with us. 
If we know, and have Him, we may be happy in all situations; 
and if we have Him not, heaven itself would be no place of rest. 
I only pray that I may be more devoted to His service. 

* You ask what would be the most useful present to our people 
at the approaching jubilee. I answer, for the men and boys, iron 
barbs and knives; and for the women and girls, blue woollen 
cloth; and if we could get a few old shirts for our poor chapel 
servants, as covering for their feather dress, it would give them 
great pleasure. Some unknown benefactors have sent a cask of 
very valuable articles of dress for the Missionaries. May the 
Lorp reward and bless our dear English friends, and all who favor 
His cause and servants !” 


Concerning Lichtenau and Fredericksthal, the following parti- 
culars are derived from the official report addressed to the Board 
of Missions. At the former of these stations, the progress of the 
Mission during the past year was peculiarly cheering. The 
number of Greenlanders under the care of the Brethren amounted 
to 671, of whom 300 were communicants. The youth evinced a 
great desire for instruction, and about 60 children, out of a still 
greater number who regularly attended the school, were able to 
read. The number of persons excluded from fellowship, or other- 
wise under church discipline, had greatly decreased, and of the 
members of the congregation in general, it might be said with 
truth, that they walked in the fear of the Lorp, and in the com- 
fort of the Hoty Guost. The winter was mild, with but little 
snow. The supply of provisions was abundant, so that the Green- 
landers were able to lay in a store for next winter. At Freder- 
icksthal, the church remained in an unfinished state, the timber 
required not having been forwarded from Copenhagen. The 
celebration of the Christmas festival, and the Passion-week, was 
greatly blessed to the members of the congregation; the meetings 
were more numerously attended than the Brethren had ever known 
them to be; so much so, that the present confined place of 
worship could scarcely contain the hearers. Here, likewise, 
there are about 60 children in the school who are able to read. 
The congregation of Fredericksthal, at the close of 1830, amount- 
ed to 394 souls. 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM BR. JOHN CONRAD KLEINSCHMIDT. 


‘“* Fredericksthal, 2Ath June, 1831. 
“Your kind letter of the 14th February, gave us all much plea- 
sure. As to the state of our congregation, the accompanying 
extract of our diary will give you more information, than I can 
do by letter. You will see, that many Heathen came to us last 
year from the eastward, and also that it pleased the Lorp to send 
us an epidemical disorder, by which not a few were taken from 
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us; but I trust that the Lorp blessed these occurrences for the 
salvation of many. I shall never forget what I felt of His pre- 
sence, during my visits to the poor patients. 

“In vain shall the enemy endeavor to disturb His work. The 
weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but we feel that they are 
mighty to the pulling down the strong holds of sin, and that the 
prayer of faith, whether offered in our own behalf, or in behalf of 
the people to whose service we have devoted ourselves, is heard 
and graciously answered by our Lorp and Saviour. He has 
given success to our people in their outward concerns, and what 
is of more importance, preserved them in His love and blessed 
fellowship, so that we could rejoice over the state of our congre- 
gation. We beg to be remembered by the members of the Society 
for the furtherance of the Gospel, and by all our dear and 
esteemed Brethren, in their prayers and supplications before the 
throne of grace,” 


FROM BROTHER JOHN KOEGEL, 


“ Lichtenau, 28th June, 1831. 


‘* My pear Brotrner,—I rejoice that I have an opportunity of 
answering your kind letter of the 25th of February, and of thank- 
ing you and our English Brethren and friends, for the generous 
interest they take in the welfare of the Greenland Mission. We 
arrived here safe last year from New Herrnhut. Thence to Lich- 
tenfels we went with the ship, but from the latter place to Lichte- 
nau, in a women’s-boat. On the second day of our being at sea, 
we were overtaken by a north-west gale, which forced us to take 
refuge on a small island, and to put up our tent. The young man 
accompanying us in his kayak was overset, and not having his 
water jacket with him, (which is fastened round the rim of the 
seat,) the kayak was filled with water, and he would inevitably 
have been drowned but for a kind Providence. Though he had 
been ten minutes in the water, and lost all recollection, he recoy- 
ered by the use of proper means. We remained on this island 
five days; but though it was an unpleasant detention, we expe- 
rienced the presence of the Lorp with us. On the 26th, we met 
a tremendous ice-berg, which we found very difficult to avoid, by 
hard rowing : while we were still alongsidg of it, it broke down 
with a terrible noise. As soon as the crash was heard, our female 
Greenland rowers cried out, and pulled away as hard as they 
could; but though we had got to a distance of two hundred yards 
before the whole fell to pieces, the motion of the sea was both 
violent and dangerous. Rain and wind occasioned some further 
delays, but otherwise we did not experience greater inconvenience 
than those which usually attend a voyage in a skin-boat. A ves- 
sel of this kind must be unloaded in the evening, brought on 
shore, and loaded again and launched in the morning. If the 
coast be high, and the ebb tide leave a considerable beach, this is 
a very troublesome operation, 
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“ July 4th. We arrived at Lichtenau, thanking and praising the 
Lorp for our preservation during the voyage. The nearer we 
approached this agreeable place, the greater was the number of 
kayaks coming to meet us; and the Greenlanders expressed great 
joy at our safe arrival. When we reached the shore, we heard a 
little band of trumpets and horns playing that hymn—‘Now let us 
praise the Lorp.’ I shall never forget the impression made 
upon me, and the thought that I was here called to assist in serv- 
ing a congregation of nearly 700 Christian Greenlanders, filled 
me with a humbling sense of my own insufficiency ; but made me 
highly esteem the undeserved grace, which our Saviour had con- 
ferred upon me. 

‘* Lichtenau is certainly the most pleasant of all the Greenland 
settlements, and much milder in climate than the two northern 
ones. In general, there is a month’s difference both in the 
close of autumn and the commencement of spring. Here, cattle, 
sheep, and goats are seen feeding in the valleys; milk, butter, and 
fresh meat, are therefore not difficult to be procured, and we may 
call it the Greenland Goshen. There begins, however, to be a 
great scarcity of brushwood, so that we should be very short of 
fuel, without a supply of coals. We have also much trouble to 
procure hay for our cattle in winter. The last summer was warm, 
and we obtained a tolerable crop of roots and vegetables from 
our garden. 

“The Greenlanders have been very successful in their fishing 
and hunting expeditions, but in autumn an epidemical disorder 
was rife, and very fatal among the children above one year old. 

“In our congregations there are many worthy persons, whose 
walk is an honor to the Gospel. The young people likewise 
give good hopes, and delight to be instructed. About 60 read 
with fluency. 

“* At present we suffer much inconvenience from the attempts 
made to compel the congregation to disperse. The Greenlanders 
are a free nation, and we cannot be expected to persuade them to 
assist in these mercantile speculations; at the same time, we do 
not prevent them. 

“Present our kind salutations and thanks to our dear friends 
who have sent us such proofs of their affection. Iam joined by 
all my fellow laborers in cordial salutations to your Society and 
to all our dear friends. Joun Koxrcet.” 


[From the “ Periodical Accounts,” &c.] 


LABRADOR. 

NARRATIVE OF OCCURRENCES AT HEBRON, IN THE BAY OF KAN- 
GERTLUKSOAK, BETWEEN THE MONTHS OF AUGUST, 1830, AND 
JULY, 1831, CONTAINING A SHORT ACCOUNT OF THE ESTABLISH- 
MENT OF A MISSIONARY STATION AT THAT PLACE. 


ExrErtENcE teaches us, that every undertaking which has for 
its object the extension of the kingdom of Gop, ordinarily appears 
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small and insignificant at its commencement; our Lorp Himself 
compares it, as He does the work of grace in general, to a grain 
of mustard seed, which, though the smallest of seeds, when cast 
into the earth, in due season grows to be a stately and flourishing 
tree, in whose branches the fowls of the air build their nests. 
Encouraged by the blessing which has hitherto attended the labors 
of the Brethren on this distant coast, we look forward with believ- 
ing hope, to the verifying of our Lorp’s similitude, in the progress 
of the work we have taken in hand. We see indeed as yet little 
that makes an outward appearance, or that would authorize any 
great expectations; a small house, rising from the wild and rocky 
shore of Kangertluksoak, is all that meets the eye; yet, by the 
eye of faith, we seem already to behold a garden producing rich 
spiritual fruit, planted by the Lorp Himself in the surrounding 
wilderness, and yielding Him and His poor servants comfort and 
delight. It is as if He had already said to us, on our removal to 
this place, “Go, and prepare this place for me; I will be with you 
and bless you, and direct you in all your ways.” If he deigns to, 
be with us, all difficulties will be overcome, and blessings will be 
the result, even of our feeble and unworthy endeavors. 

On the departure of the Harmony from our bay, on the 23d of 
July, 1830, we were busily occupied with the unloading of the 
Oliver, in which work we were assisted by thirty Esquimaux. 
The stores of various kinds were brought under cover by the 4th 
of August, a temporary shed having been constructed for this 
purpose. On the 5th we took leave of Captain Corrigal, whp, 
during the whole of his visit, had behaved toward us, and our 
Esquimaux, in a manner that excited our thankfulness, and our 
sincere regard. We then proceeded to Okkak, to consult with 
our Brethren on various subjects connected with the advancement 
of our work ; and on the 15th returned in a skin-boat, accompa- 
nied by six Esquimaux masons. The voyage was both tedious 
and unpleasant, owing to bad weather, and lasted eight days. 
Our first occupation was to cover the roof of our temporary habita- 
tion with shingles, and to build a chimney. Considerable progress 
was made in these operations by the 6th of September, when we 
were obliged to forego the services of two of our assistants, who 
begged for leave to go on the rein-deer hunt, telling us very can- 
didly, that they could not do any longer without fresh meat. A 
succession of high winds and heavy rains interrupted our progress 
greatly, for some weeks. 

On the 10th of September, a storm from the north-west carried 
away the scaffolding, with the ladders, and other implements, 
from the north side of the building, and the next day another gust 
treated the remainder of the scaffolding in the same unceremo- 
nious manner, and scattered part of the materials on the roof. 
We were thankful that the chimney, which had just before been 
finished, sustained no injury. 

On the 13th, our two Esquimaux returned from their rein-deer 
hunt, and related that they had penetrated as far Seglek; their 
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countrymen at that place had informed them, that they had been 
recently .visited by a strange vessel, which also had anchored off 
another part of the coast called Kangsuitoak ; that an Esquimaux, 
who understood English, was on board, and served as interpreter, 
and that the crew had carried away with them from Nachvak a 
boy of about ten years of age, called Arnapiak. 

On the 18th, one room of our house was so far finished, that 
we could venture to inhabit it. We were thankful to the Lorp 
for.having helped us thus far, and that we could quit the hut in 
which we had hitherto lived, and which was very small and 
uncomfortable. 

Sept. 26th. The Esquimaux, John, came back with his party 
from the rein-deer hunt, so that we had all our people once more 
with us, and could proceed briskly with our work, taking the 
opportunity also of conveying the coals and the lime to a more 
convenient spot. 

October 7th. 'Three of our young people offered to go over land 
to Okkak, and carry letters for us. We accepted their offer, 
commending them to the protection of the Lorp on their journey. 
After waiting nearly three weeks with great anxiety for their 
return, we were truly thankful to see them again on the 27th 
instant. They related, that, on their journey to Okkak, they had 
missed their way, and when they at last approached that settle- 
ment, they were obliged to wait two whole days on a point of 
land, opposite Okkak island, till they were discovered by an 
Esquimaux in a kayak, and rescued from their anxious situation. 
They had previously suffered much from hunger and fatigue. 
Little did we expect that these young people would bring home 
with them from Okkak, a complaint which had been prevailing for 
some time among their countrymen at that place; a kind of 
influenza, accompanied with a severe affection of the chest. Ina 
short time several of our people were taken ill with it, which 
caused a further interruption of our labors. 

November 1st. We called to mind our fellowship with the 
Church triumphant, beseeching the Lorp to prepare us by His 
grace and Spirit for an abode in the house not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens. The service was well attended by our 
Esquimaux; few of whom absent themselves from the daily 
worship which we have held with them, since our house became 
partially habitable. Before the end of the second week in Novem- 
ber, all the members of our little community, with the exception 
of eight, were suffering more or less violently from the above- 
mentioned epidemic. We cared for them as well as we could, 
but, in the absence of almost all medical aid, could do little for 
their direct relief, but commend them to the mercy and faithful- 
ness of the good Physician. He heard our prayers, and by 
degrees they all recovered. Among the patients was an Esqui- 
maux who had joined our party that he might superintend the 
catching of seals by means of nets, and as his recovery was very 
slow, we were obliged from the 19th instant, to spare three of our 
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work people, under whose direction the first net was laid about 
an hour’s walk to the northward of this place. 

On the Ist of December, we had the first heavy fall of snow, 
the weather having been hitherto uncommonly mild and open. 
The festival of Christmas we celebrated with thankful hearts. 
The services, both on the 24th and 25th, were well attended, 
especially by the children, notwithstanding a furious snow storm 
and piercing frost, Fahrenheit’s thermometer having fallen to 10 
degrees below zero. At the close of the meeting for the children 
on Christmas-eve, each of them received a biscuit, with which they 
seemed much pleased. 

We now looked anxiously for the continuance of the frost, 
hoping that we still might effect our return to Okkak in time to 
conclude the year with our dear fellow laborers and the Esqui- 
maux congregation at that settlement; but the Lorp was pleased 
to order otherwise. The weather again became mild, and travel- 
ling with sledges altogether impracticable. We therefore sub- 
mitted to the disappointment; and in the comfortable assurance 
that the Lorp was with us even in this wilderness, and that He 
would accept our praises and our supplications, prompted by a 
review of His loving kindness to us during the closing year, and 
by a deep conviction of our need of His pardoning grace, we 
assembled on the evening of the 31st December, with our little 
company of Esquimaux, and concluded the year in the manner 
customary in the Brethren’s congregations. 


i831. 


During the first week of the new year, our Esquimaux were 
mostly engaged in catching seals, so that several days passed 
without our seeing a single person near us. About this time, we 
had a pleasing proof of the faithfulness with which the good 
Shepherd seeks His wandering sheep. A candidate for baptism, 
whose conduct had occasioned us much concern, came to us and 
expressed himself as follows: “I have hitherto served Satan 
instead of the Lord Jesus Curist; but during the past year, I 
have been frequently visited with sickness, by which I have been 
brought to reflection, and to the determination to live only for 
Jesus.” On the 9th instant, a woman called upon us with her 
husband, declaring that she felt very unhappy about her sinful 
state, and asking our advice. We gladly directed her to the 
Friend of sinners, who is always ready to receive the weary and 
heavy laden; and we were glad to perceive that our words proved 
a comfort and encouragement to her. 

At length, on the 14th of January, our bay was completely 
frozen over, and, on the 16th, we had the pleasure to see four 
sledges arrive from Okkak. The following day, we packed up 
our effects, nailed up the windows and doors of our unfinished 
house, and in the evening assembled for the last time, with our 


Esquimaux, to thank the Lorp for the mercy hitherto bestowed 
Voi. I1V.—40 
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upon us, and to commend ourselves to His further gracious 
leading and protection. 

On the 18th early, we left Kangertluksoak, and travelled forward 
with fair weather, as far as Ittiblarsoak, where we arrived about 
11 o’clock at night, and slept comfortably for several hours under 
the canopy of heaven. The following day, about noon, we 
reached Okkak in safety. Here we spent twelve weeks very 
agreeably with our dear Brethren and Sisters; and on the 18th of 
April, set out again for Kangertluksoak. Notwithstanding a smart 
snow storm at the outset of our journey, and a piercing north- 
west wind, we reached the place of our destination the same 
evening. We found our house exactly as we left it, and resumed 
our labor for its completion with fresh diligence. On the 23d 
instant, we had the pleasure of a visit from Brother Stock, whose 
advice and co-operation proved very useful to us. 

The same evening, an Esquimaux woman, of about sixty years 
of age, came to us from Seglek, requesting leave to reside with 
us. We informed her, that she was welcome to do so, but that 
she must give up all heathenish practices. She replied, “ For 
some time past both my husband and myself have discontinued 
these things, and we have been thinking all last winter about our 
conversion ; and therefore we are come to you.” About a week 
after, the husband himself came to us, and confirmed what his 
wife had said. 

On the 7th of May, several sledges arrived from Okkak with 
timber, of which we were in want for the construction of a small 
outbuilding, the second story of the house itself being by this time 
floored and rendered habitable. Toward the end of the month, 
we had the pleasure to welcome about forty Esquimaux of the 
congregation at Okkak, who are in the habit of visiting the island 
of Serlek, lying at the entrance of our bay, during the spring and 
summer months. 

The festival of Whitsuntide we celebrated with joyful hearts, 
and had the satisfaction to see a considerable company of Esqui- 
maux assembled with us, praising and blessing the Lorp for the 
gift of His Holy Spirit, by whom alone we are led into all truth. 

On the 12th of July, three boats’ companies arrived from the 
North; several of the Esquimaux paid us a visit, but seemed little 
disposed to hear the Gospel. Only one young man remained 
here with his mother. Their heathenish customs were frequently 
the subject of conversation, and some of their stories and remarks 
manifested considerable humor and great natural shrewdness. In 
listening to them we felt continually excited to pray the Lorp to 
open their eyes, and grant them the knowledge of His saving 
truth. 

On the 28th of July, we were rejoiced by the unexpected 
tidings, that a ship was approaching, and in the course of a few 
hours, we saw the Harmony, and her consort the Venus, brought 
safely to anchor in our bay. 

We commend ourselves, and the work which we have been 
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favored to commence at this place, to the kind remembrance and 
support, and the faithful intercession of our dear Brethren and 
Friends. 
Joun C. Beck. 
Frep. Krutu. 





{From the “ Periodical Accounts,” &c.] 
SOUTH AFRICA. 


EXTRACT OF THE DIARY OF THE MISSION AMONG TILE TAMBOOKIES, 
AT SHILOH, ON THE KIPPLAAT RIVER, FOR THE YEAR 1831 


January 1st. We entered upon the new year with fervent suppli- 
cations to the Lorp, that He would continue His blessing upon 
our imperfect attempts to make known His great salvation to the 
Heathen around us, and that He would establish in the only true 
faith those souls whom He has already gathered together by the 
operation of His grace and Holy Spirit, and set them for a blessing 
to their benighted countrymen. 

In the first days of the year, Brother Hoffman and his wife con- 
versed individually with our people ; beside the Hottentots living 
here, above 100 Tambookies called upon them for this purpose, 
and they were much encouraged by the traces of a genuine work 
of the Holy Spirit in the hearts of many. Lilli, a native of 
Mosambique, expressed himself as follows: .*I feel that I am a 
great sinner, and am much distressed at it, especially since I have 
found that I have no power to help myself. I pray our Saviour 
to have pity upon me.” Mallecas, a candidate for baptism, seemed 
full of thankfulness for what the Lorp had done for him, but 
expressed his earnest desire after more grace, and complete deliv- 
erance from every thing that was contrary to the mind of Curist. 
Matzesa, a Mantatee, observed, that he knew he was considered 
by the Tambookies as little better than a dog; but he felt that 
this was useful to him, as he was thereby led to seek more 
earnestly after Jesus, and to experience that He was willing to 
receive those whom men despised. He added, “I feel already in 
my heartthat the Lorp will take me for His child.” A Tamboo- 
kie woman, who is a candidate for baptism, being asked why our 
Saviour had come into the world and died upon the cross, 
answered, That she felt it was out of love to sinners, and even to 
her. On being further questioned concerning her own convictions 
of sin, she replied in a manner which showed that she had indeed 
been under the teaching of the Hoty Guostr. Another spoke as 
follows:—‘ I cannot sufficiently thank our Saviour that He has 
given me to feel His love in dying for my sins. When I consider 
how often I have grieved Him by my transgressions, it seems as 
though I had a wound which was constantly opening afresh, and 
could not be healed. O that I could believe with my whole heart 
what our teachers declare unto us!” Another aged Tambookie 
woman afforded us great satisfaction, by her simple but cordial 
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testimony of what the Lorp had done for her. We could not but 
acknowledge that she had indeed been taught of Gop. 

At our first Mission conference, a ‘Tambookie woman was 
appointed candidate for baptism, and two men and three women 
of the same nation, for the reception of that holy ordinance. 
Wilhelmina, the first Tambookie baptized at this place, was at 
the same time admitted into the class of candidates for the Holy 
Communion. Of all these persons we are enabled to entertain 
the best hopes. 

The celebration of the festival of Epiphany was rendered addi- 
tionally solemn by the baptism of the above mentioned five 
Tambookies. The Lorp was truly in the midst of us, and enabled 
us to rejoice in contemplating the assured fulfilment of the glori- 
ous promise, that He shall see of the travail of His soul, and be 
satisfied. About this time, several Tambookie families came to 
reside with us. The tyrannical and oppressive conduct of Mapas 
seems to have been the immediate cause of their removal to this 
place; yet we are willing to believe that the Lorp has thoughts 
of peace concerning them. 

On the 20th, Brother Hoffman and his wife spoke individually 
with the communicants, in most of whom they perceived an earnest 
desire to grow in grace. The Holy Communion, of which we 
partook on the 23d, was a season of special refreshment to 
ourselves and our little flock. 

February 4th. The first Tambookie child was baptized here, in 
the parents’ house, and called David. The father of the infant, 
who was himself baptized about a year ago, seemed much affected, 
particularly when he was reminded of his duty, as a Christian 
parent, to train up his child in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lorp. The good Shepherd was, however, pleased to take this 
firstling of the lambs of His flock to Himself, on the 8th instant, 
after a short illness. This being the first member of our congre- 
gation that had departed since the commencement of the Mission, 
we availed ourselves of the occurrence to fix upon a suitable place 
for a burial ground, beseeching the Lorp that He would sanctify 
the resting place of those His membe ‘rs, who should be here 
interred, and grant them to have part in the first resurrection. 

A circumstance occurred about this time which occasioned us a 
good deal of trouble and perplexity. Among the Tambookies 
who had lately come to settle with us, there was a man, who was 
charged, the day after his arrival, with having brought with him 
twenty head of stolen cattle. We accordingly | sent for the person 
accused, and informed him, that he could not remain an inhabitant 
of our place, unless he restored what he had taken to the rightful 
owners. To this he strongly objected, alleging in his own 
defence, that he had himself been formerly robbed by the parties 
in question. Shortly after, four Tambookies made their appeer- 
ance, and claimed the cattle, nor could the offender deny w oo 
they advanced in proof of their right, though he still persisted in 
refusing to give up his booty. Hereupon we called all the sale 
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inhabitants of the place together, and in their presence announced 
to the thief, that he must either restore what he had unjustly 
taken, or remove elsewhere, for that such practices being at 
variance both with the word of Gop, and the well being of society, 
could not be tolerated among us. The man continuing obstinate, 
and some of his countrymen present appearing too much disposed 
to connive at his dishonesty, we found ourselves in a situation of 
considerable embarrassment. This district being entirely free 
from colonial jurisdiction, we could not, of course, refer the ques- 
tion to the authority of a civilized tribunal; yet, as the case 
appeared to require the adoption of decisive measures, we declared 
to the assembled company, that if our earnest but friendly remon- 
strances produced no eflect, either upon the offender himself or his 
countrymen, we were fully resolved to retire from a place, which, 
by the encouragement of such practices, was likely to become: a 
den of robbers and murderers, instead of a house of the living 
Gop. Our Christian Hottentots joined with us unhesitatingly in 
these declarations. Such an eflect was hereby produced upon the 
Tambookies, that they unanimously decree “4 the restoration of 
the stolen property, or the instant dismissal of the thief from the 
place. The latter being anxious to remain with us, agreed to do 
shal was required, and had the additional mortification to lose 
one of his own cows, which he had previously slaughtered, in the 
hope of propitiating our people by a general feast. We were 
truly thankful to the Lorp for the favorable issue of this affair ; 
particularly as it afforded satisfactory evidence, that the Tamboo- 
kies highly value the religious instruction which they enjoy. 

A few days after, a Tambookie captain, from the interior of the 
country, paid us a visit with twelve of his people. He informed 
us, that he had once been very rich, but had been impoverished 
during the invasion of the Fetkannas ; and that it was his wish to 
remove to our neighborhood with his tribe, who were four 
hundred in number. 

On the 25th, we conversed with five Tambookie families, 
consisting of thirty-five persons, who applied for leave to become 
inhabitants of our place, having been already on trial for some 
time. They all declared it to be their earnest desire, to live 
according to the word of Gop. We gladly availed ourselves of 
the opportunity of explaining to them the first principles of the 
doctrine of Curist, and beseeching them to seek grace and 
strength, where alone they can be found. 

March 5th. Brother Halter returned from a journey to Cradock, 
where he had engaged two masons to assist in the building of our 
Mission-premises. He expressed himself particularly thankful, for 
the friendship and assistance he had experienced from the minister 
and school master at that station. In the course of the preceding 
night, a number of our Tambookies had assembled for the per- 
formance of one of their heathenish dances. The next morning, 

they were called together, and reminded that they had promised 
io conduct themselves according to the precepts of the word of 
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Gop ; that they could not, therefore, engage in such practices, 
without being guilty of lying both to Gop and to man; that the 
day was given to us for work, and the night for rest; and that it 
was our duty, thankfully to avail ourselves of the merciful ordi- 
nance of Gop, in this respect. We have reason to believe, that 
our admonition was well received, and, by Gop’s blessing, will 
produce the desired efiect. 

On the 2ist, we had a violent thunder storm. Storms of this 
kind have been very prevalent during the whole of this season. 

On the 26th, we entered upon the blessed Passion-season, and 
commenced the history of our Saviour’s last days on earth, with 
the earnest prayer, that He would bless us, and all the souls 
committed to our charge, with the merits of His life, sufferings, 
and death. 

In conversing individually with our people, toward the close of 
this month, we found much cause for encouragement. One of the 
new comers said, ** The sin of which I am most guilty is this, that 
I do not believe in Jesus, and love Him as I ought, who has done 
so much for me.’”’ Another said, “ I am a wretched creature, full 
of sin; but I pray to Gop to change my heart, and make me a 
new man.” A candidate for baptism observed, “I sin continually 
in my thoughts; but I have surrendered myself with soul and 
body to our Saviour; and my prayer is, that He would cleanse 
me from sin in His precious blood.”’ One of the baptized 'Tam- 
bookies expressed his thankfulness for the mercy shown him, and 
added, “ I am sometimes scoffed at by my countrymen, and called 
a great believer :” to which I answered, “‘ Ah, good people, that 
is what I am very far from being; but I seek earnestly to obtain 
the true faith. Yes, it is indeed my sincere desire to remain 
faithful to our Saviour.”” A woman said, **Gop, whom I knew 
not, and of whom I had never so much as heard, has spared me 
till this day, that I might become acquainted with Him, and with 
His ways. Three times have I been in imminent danger of being 
murdered, and now I know, that it was Gop who ‘preserved my 
life, and why He was pleased to preserve it. I desire to show 
my gratitude to Him, by forsaking that which is evil, and living 
to His pleasure in all things.” 

In our Mission-conference, on the 30th, five Tambookies were 
appointed candidates for holy baptism, and one Hottentot for 
admission to that sacrament. 

On Easter-Sunday, the 3d April, we assembled at sunrise, in 
our newly-formed burial ground, to pray the litany appointed for 
this festival, and had the pleasure to see most of our Tambookies 
present at this service. 

April 8th. Several of our Hottentots set out for Windvogel 
Slagte, about two hours’ ride from our place, to hunt antelopes 
and other game, and were so successful, that, in a short time, they 
returned with ten head of different kinds, viz. hartebeests, bles- 
bocks, spring-bocks, and quaggas. 

On the Sunday following we held a particular meeting with twelve 
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members of our small flock, of whom two were Tambookies, who 
had been baptized or admitted to the Holy Communion within 
the past year; and for whom it was our fervent prayer, that they 
might walk worthily of the heavenly vocation, with which they 
have been called. 

On the 24th, a large company of Tambookies, above a hundred 
in number, arrived with their herds of cattle, requesting leave to 
reside with us. They belonged to Chelela’s tribe; and, during 
the time that Mapas carried on war against them on account of his 
father’s murder, had taken refuge in the colony. We pray that 
their outward distress may be blessed by Gop for their spiritual 
benefit. This great accession to the inhabitants of our valley, 
brought us into some difficulty in regard to our place of meeting, 
which was previously too small to contain all who wished to 
attend divine worship. 

On the 26th, we were enabled to commence the building of our 
new dwelling house, though disappointed of the expected assist- 
ance of two masons from Cradock. 

The festival of Whitsuntide we celebrated with much blessing, 
and with a thankful acknowledgment of those gracious operations 
of the Holy Spirit, to which alone we have to attribute that 
portion of success, which has hitherto rested upon our feeble and 
imperfect labors at this place. 

Before the end of May, we had sowed two bushels and a half of 
wheat, not without earnest prayer to the Lorp our heavenly 
Father, that He would bless the labor of our hands, and give us, 
in due time, abundant fruit. 

June. The common reeds of this country constituting a very 
indifferent material for thatching, we were thankful to be able to 
obtain a supply of the so-called Tambookie grass, which answers 
the purpose exceedingly well, and is to be found, in considerable 
quantities, about five miles from our place. 

About the middle of the month, two of our Hottentots, father 
and son, experienced a gracious preservation of their lives. While 
engaged in hunting, the horse of one of them was seized by a 
lion, and though the poor creature escaped by a desperate effort, 
it died the following day of the wounds received. This was a 
great loss for the poor Hottentot, who, shortly before, had bought 
the animal of a farmer for three oxen. 

On the 15th, a Tambookie came to us, with intelligence that 
one of his countrymen was dangerously ill, requesting that we 
would allow of a smelling-dance, for the detection of the indivi- 
dual who had bewitched the patient. We plainly stated, that such 
practices were both absurd and abominable in the sight of Gop, 
and could on no consideration be countenanced by us. The man 
listened to our remonstrances, and begged that we would visit the 
patient. We did so without loss of time, but found, to our sorrow, 
that the latter was very near his end, having been seriously ill 
seven days, without receiving any assistance. He was already 
speechless, but perfectly sensible. We earnestly and affectionately 
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directed him to Jesus, as the only Saviour, availing ourselves 
likewise of the opportunity to admonish all present not to trifle 
with the day of their visitation. In the evening, the loud cries of 
the relatives announced to us that the poor man was no more. 
The next day, two 'Tambookies were persuaded to assist in dig- 
ging a grave; but, owing to their inveterate prejudices against 
touching a corpse, the baptized Tambookie, Wilhelmina, was the 
only one present at the interment. 

On the 22d, departed an old woman of the Bosjeman nation, 
who, with her family, consisting of ten persons, had lived some 
months with us. Though she understood Dutch very imperfectly, 
she diligently attended the meetings, and it was evident the grace 
of Gop had reached her heart. 

About the middle of the month, we had violent rains, owing to 
which the Klipplaat rose ten feet, and did considerable damage to 
our premises and newly-sown corn land. A furious storm of wind 
followed, which we fully expected would complete the work of 
desolation. But, by Gop’s mercy, the walls of the house remained 
standing ; and, though a great number of bricks and a quantity of 
spars were carried away, the loss sustained was far less consi- 
derable than we had anticipated. 

We recommend ourselves, our small flock of converts, and the 
ignorant but friendly Heathen committed to our charge, to -your 
affectionate remembrance and prayers. 

A. Hatter, 
J. F. Horrman. 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM BROTHER AUGUST CLEMENS. 


“ Groenekloof, 30th April, 1831. 

* Dear Brotuer,—I herewith send you the diary of the last 
year and a half, which I hope you will find interesting. We 
know that we are remembered by our Brethren in love and in 
their prayers, though our communications have not been frequent. 
My wife has undertaken to keep the schools of the young women 
and girls, who give hopes of much improvement. The school for 
needlework, &e. ., begun with so much success by Sister Schmitt, 
has been discontinued, as these things are now sold cheap at Cape 
Town ; but there is a school for sewing, which proves an advan- 
tage to the children and their parents. 

** As to the internal state of our congregation, we experience the 
blessing of Gop attending His word and ordinances. The Passion- 
week and Easter-holidays were seasons of great refreshment from 
the presence of the Lorp. Forty-two persons advanced in the 
privileges of the Church. On Easter Monday, 11 adults and 1 
child were baptized, and 6, who had been baptized as children, 
received into the congregation. 'Ten persons are under instruc- 
tion for the Holy Communion. May the Lorp by His Spirit 
prepare them for that enjoyment, and give them grace to walk 
worthily of their heavenly vocation.” 
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FROM BROTHER JOHN FRITSCH. 


‘© Enon, March 18th, 1831. 


_ “Dear Brotuer,—Since the beginning of the present year, 
eight persons have been admitted as inhabitants of our place; a 
small accession, when compared with the loss we have sustained 
by the removal of a number of families to the banks of the ever- 
flowing Klipplaat, and to the colony recently formed by Mr. 
Stockenstroem on the confines of Caffraria. In my letter of the 18\h 
September, I mentioned that our corn-land at Strubel’s had been 
rendered useless to us by the excessive drought, and that we were 
then anxiously waiting for fructifying showers, upon the ground 
which we had prepared for the cultivation of summer fruits, on 
the east side of the Witte Revier. This state of things continued 
till the 20th of October, on the afternoon of which day it rained 
so heavily on the Zuurberg, and in our valley, that within 24 
hours our stream began to flow, after remaining nearly stagnant 
for a year and six days. The rain continued during the following ° 
week, and at length swelled our rivulet to such a degree, that our 
mill-dam gave way, and considerable damage was sustained. 
Thus, after seeing our mill at a stand for above seven months, 
owing to want of water, we have the prospect of its being use- 
less for two months longer, in consequence of the repairs 
which this inundation has rendered necessary. The pump has 
been useless ever since the end of the year 1829, which is a 
serious loss to us. Our people are chiefly maintained by the milk 
of their herds, and the produce of their 60 plots of garden ground, 
which they are able to water. The corn which they earn in their 
service with the farmers, likewise contributes to the support of 
their families ; but owing to the distance of the corn-farms from 
our place, (from two to five days’ journey,) they sustain great 
inconvenience and loss of time, by the measures which they must 
take for transporting it. Were there more money in the country 
for the payment of the wages of labor, it would be a great benefit 
to all parties.” 


EXTRACTS OF LETTERS FROM BROTHER H. P. HALLBECK. 


“ Gnadenthal, August 27th, 1831. 


“ Dear Brotuer,—In my last letter, I believe I mentioned the 
very boisterous weather which we experienced in the middle of 
July, by which six ships were lost in Table Bay. At an earlier 
date, in the month of June, there was a similar visitation at 
Shiloh, by which the Klipplaat rose ten feet, and did some damage 
in the corn-lands, and in the gardens. The new building, which 
was not yet thatched, was likewise injured ; the house was, how- 
ever, covered in on the 30th of July, and the masons and carpen- 
ters were busy with the inside work. The Missionaries had 
frequent difficulties with the Heathen population, owing to their 
blind belief in witchcraft ; but had reason to rejoice in the general 
Vou. I1V.—41 
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good conduct of those that are baptized. Brother Halter’s presence 
being necessary at Shiloh, as long as the building is proceeding, we 
wish Brother and Sister Lemmertz to remain at Enon, until they 
can proceed to their former station, with one of the Brethren, who, 
we hope, are already on their voyage from England to our shores. 
As usual, we have again this season been busy planting, pruning 
trees, &c., and among the rest, adorned the entrance to the burial 
ground, with a suitable inscription on the arch, and two urns 
on the pilasters, which have been carved by Brother Sonderman. 

“I hope to be able to open the new school, soon after the 7th 
of September, and to make a trial of my two lads as assistants. 

“The state of our congregation is peaceful, and the 13th of 
August was a season of revival to many of its members. There 
is also an encouraging shaking of the dry bones among our neigh- 
boring farmers, and I know several families, in which a very 
striking change has taken place. These pious people are hardly 
ever absent from their places in our church on a Sunday. 


“ September 13th, 1831. 


“On the 30th of August, I accompanied my dear wife, and Sister 
Schultz, to Hemel-en-Aurde, for the benefit of their health; and 
embraced the opportunity of transacting some necessary business 
at the Institution. I left Sister Schultz there, and returned. hither 
with my family on the 2d of September, being anxious to be at 
home, some days previous to the festival of the 7th. I have since 
heard that Sister Schultz is better, and I am happy to add, that my 
wife’s health is also considerably improved, and I hope will soon 
be fully re-established. 

“The 7th of September has, for several successive years, been a 
day of great blessing to our dear congregation, for which we feel 
truly thankful to our Saviour, as a revival among our numerous 
married people cannot fail to have a beneficial influence on the 
other classes of the congregation. On the present occasion, it 
was very evident, that the presence of our Saviour filled the 
hearts of the people with holy joy, to which they gave utterance 
by hymns of thanksgivings and silent tears. Two married persons 
became candidates for baptism, one woman was baptized, and in 
the evening upward of 400 communicants partook of the Lord’s 
Supper. On this occasion, it was made known to the parents, 
that the Infant School was to be opened on the 12th, and, at a 
meeting for the purpose, no less than 114 children under six 
years, beside those of the Missionaries, were entered as scholars, 
with whom I had yesterday the favor to open this new establish- 
ment. The time I formerly devoted to my two pupils, viz. three 
hours in the forenoon, is now spent in teaching these little ones; 
and my former pupils, to whose further improvement I now and 
then devote an hour, together with my wife and Sister Sonder- 
man, willingly assist. We are all fully employed, particularly in 
the beginning, when the children know nothing of the business of 
such a school. It would probably have been better to begin with 
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half the number in the first instance, and to admit the rest from 
time to time ; but I could not think of checking the ardor of the 
parents to have their children admitted: and I hope our Saviour 
will assist us in accustoming the children to the needful order and 
regularity. Yesterday also, the foundation was laid for a new 
building for our tanning business, which will be the first house in 
Gnadenthal of two stories. It will stand on the north side of the 
mill-course, toward Bavianskloof, in a line with the row of houses 
which contains the store of the cutlery. 

‘“‘At Hemel-en-Aarde I found every thing in its usual course, 
and many of the patients afforded me real edification by their 
sensible humble declarations. 

“The weather has hitherto been very favorable; and, if the 
rust does not frustrate our hopes, a good harvest may be expected. 
There was a report that Chaka’s successor, Dingaar, was going to- 
wage war against the white people ; but it is now ascertained that 
there was only a temporary misunderstanding between the Zoolas 
and the English settlers at Port Natal, to which the injustice of 
the latter had in part given rise. H. P. Hatiseck.” 


FROM BROTHER L. TEUTSCH. 
“ Elim, October 27th, 1831. 


“My Dear Brotner,—lIn the course of the present year, we 
have had no great accession of numbers, not more than eleven 
persons having obtained leave to become inhabitants of our place; 
but I rejoice to be able to add, that there has been a manifest 
growth in grace among the members of our dittle flock. The 
Lorp has done much both for us and them; for which we thank 
Him with all our heart, and desire to show our gratitude, by a 
renewed devotion of ourselves to His blessed service. The 
members of our congregation live in peace with each other, attend 
the meetings diligently, and express themselves, in conversation 
with us, in a very edifying manner regarding the state of their 
souls. A period of rest and of spiritual enjoyment, like that with 
which we are now favored, is peculiarly refreshing after the diffi- 
culties and dissensions which, for a season, impeJed the progress 
of the Mission at this place. To us, it is a most satisfactory proof 
that the word of the Lorp does not return unto Him void, but 
prospers in the thing whereto He sent it. We have been particu- 
larly encouraged by frequent applications, on the part of our 
people, for admission to the privileges of the Church. Since the 
beginning of the year, 13 adults and 18 children have been 
baptized, and six persons admitted to the Holy Communion. An 
opportunity lately afforded to my wife and myself, of conversing 
with all the married people belonging to our congregation, has 
convinced us, that the Holy Spirit is carrying on a work of grace 
in the hearts of most of them. We may say the same concerning 
our communicants, whose Christian walk proves that they know 
in whom they have believed, and whose property they are, 
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“ Shortly before [commenced this letter, I was agreeably occu- 
pied in conversing with the individuals of the last mentioned 
class. Linformed several of them, that I was going to write to 
their Christian friends in England, and inquired if they had any 
message to send them. Their answer was very much to the same 
effect. They begged us to deliver their cordial salutations to their 
kind friends, and to request an interest in their prayers, that they 
might receive grace to remain faithful unto Jesus to their lives’ 
end; likewise, to assure their benefactors that they would, on 
their part, implore the Lorp to bless and reward them, for all 
their tokens of Christian love. We were particularly pleased 
with the declaration of a yourg Hottentot, who has been lately 
baptized. During the harvest, he had wished to engage himself 
to a farmer in the neighborhood ; but the latter offering him very 
low wages, he answered, that he would rather remain at Elim, 
and be satisfied with a yet more scanty maintenance, since there 
he heard the word of Gop, which was dearer to him than any 
thing else. 

** We beg to return our warmest acknowledgments to the kind 
friend who lately sent us a valuable present of slates. ‘They are 
of the greatest service to us in our schools, and we trust will, by 
careful use, last us many years. The schools are faithfully 
attended to by Brother Nauhaus, and at present number about 40 
ehildren ; of these, 12 read the Bible fluently, the remainder are 
less advanced; but only 4 are still learning their letters. The 
children are remarkably diligent and attentive; and, what is most 
encouraging to us, several of them appear to have already received 
a deep impression of the love of Jesus. Many are ill at present 
of the hooping-cough, and one has departed this life. The 
members of our Mission-family are, by Gop’s mercy, in good 
health, and we labor together in true unity of spirit. We feel the 
importance of the work committed to us, and are deeply conscious 
that we have no wisdom or strength in ourselves to guard the 
spiritual edifice, in whose stability we take so lively an interest, 
from the assaults of Satan. Our only trust is in the mercy and 
power of our Redeemer; but He has Himself admonished us to 
watch and pray; and this we will do, through the aid of His 
Holy Spirit, at the same time calling upon our dear Brethren and 
friends to remember us in their intercessions at the Throne of 
grace. L. Teutscn.” 


[From the “ Periodical Accounts,” &c.] 
BRITISH WEST INDIES.—JAMAICA. 
FROM BROTHER JOHN ELLIS. 
“ Fairfield, December 28th, 1831. 
“ Dear Brotner,—Our Saviour continues His blessing on our 


labors at all the six stations, and a considerable accession to our 
numbers has taken place, during the year which is now closing, 
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We are much in need of additional fellow-laborers; for the work 
of our Master continues to grow under our hands, and on every 
side we hear calls, which we are unable to comply with. During 
the year 1831, there have been, at Fairfield, 91 adults baptized or 
received into the congregation; children baptized, 62; become 
candidates for Holy Communion, 105; partakers of the Holy 
Communion, 72; re-admitted to the congregation, 12; excluded 
from ditto, 47; departed this life, 28; become candidates for bap- 
tism or reception, 166. The congregation at Fairfield consisted, 
at the close of the year, of 686 communicants; candidates for the 
Holy Communion, 128; baptized adults, 136; baptized children, 
438; together, 1388. Candidates for baptism, 306; new people, 
664 ;—Total, 2358. Our prospects at Malvern continue to be 
very cheering, also at Beaufort’s, where we have met with a 
suitable piece of land, with a tolerable building standing upon it, 
which may answer for a school and preaching-place for some time. 
* Joun Ex.is.” 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM BROTHER J. SCHOLEFIELD. 


“ New Carmel, September, 1831. 

**Mucn sickness has prevailed of late in the island, and many 
have been called to render an account of the deeds done in the 
body. The small-pox has raged and carried off hundreds in 
Kingston and its vicinity, but, by the Lorp’s mercy, has not yet 
reached this neighborhood. We have, however, been visited by 
another dreadful disease, the dysentery. Eighty-two negroes have 
been attacked on Mr. Scott’s property, and notwithstanding the 
very great attention and kind care of Mr. and Mrs. Scott, thirteen 
have died within a few weeks. I am sorry to say, some of that 
number knew nothing of our gracious Saviour. They loved 
darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil, and 
they would not come to the light, lest their deeds should be 
reproved. But we doubt not, that the Lorp has done all things 
well, as you will see, by an extract I make from one of Mrs. S.’s 
letters to my wife, dated September Ist. ‘ You will, at first, be 
grieved perhaps to hear that John Wallace has departed, but it 
will rejoice your hearts to know that his end was most happy. 
He prayed earnestly to our Saviour, to take him to Himself. He 
acknowledged that he was a sinner, and quite unworthy to appear 
before Him, but implored Him to have mercy on his soul, and 
begged that Margaret Bullock, (a worthy assistant in the Mission,) 
would pray for him, and that all his Brethren would do the same. 
He then requested a hymn might be sung, after which he seemed 
quite happy. He prayed for all around him, especially for those 
who had nursed him, observing, that it was not for want of kind- 
ness or care that he was going away ; but it was the Lorp’s will 
to take him. He never spoke of his approaching removal as 
death. He earnestly besought the Lorp to bless his master and 
myself, adding, One thing, dearest Jesus, 1 ask for them. When 
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their last hour comes, as mine is now, let the angel of the Lorp 
come for them. The Heathen in the adjoining room were much 
struck. It was through them I first heard what had passed. 
The whole scene formed a great contrast to the death of an igno- 
rant Heathen of the name of Kent, who had expired a few hours 
before, and whose miserable death seems to have hastened John 
Wallace’s departure; his nervous system received a shock which 
it was too weak to bear. The night before his death he appeared 
easy, and said he felt better than he had yet done since his sick- 
ness began. He continued to take his sago and quinine till about 
one o’clock, when the sad scene alluded to (Kent’s death) took 
place. He sank from that time, but was sensible to the last 
moment. He said to Margaret Wallace, his wife, Do you hear? 
she answered, What? I hear nothing; he said, Those sweet 
hymns. These were his last words.’ John Wallace was a com- 
municant, had been baptized and married at New Carmel, and was 
much and deservedly respected; he was in the prime of life; 
regular in his attendance on all the means of grace, and only 
eleven days before his death was at church, well in health and 
quite happy. The same evening, he visited some of the sick, 
and caught the disorder. During his illness, he was frequently 
visited by me, and manifested child-like resignation to the Lorp’s 
will. Three days before, another communicant Brother died, 
whose dwelling was in the same yard, and two Heathen under 
the same roof. ‘The Heathen Kent was a strong stout negro, 
about the same age as John Wallace, had never attended New 
Carmel, or shown the least disposition to hear the Gospel. His 
sickness and death were appalling. 

* September 18th. We had a new cause for thanksgiving. A 
little boy, eight years of age, departed in a triumphant manner. 
His name was Thomas Newham. He had been brought up in 
Mrs. Scott’s school, and had not been considered one of the most 
attentive children, being volatile in his manner, and his attention 
easily drawn aside. On the evening of the 17th, he was heard talking 
aloud, and when his attendants approached nearer and entered the 
room, they found him with his little hands clasped, praying very 
earnestly and saying—‘O Lord Jesus, look down on me, a poor 
boy. Pity me, a poor sinful child, this night.’ He was asked, if he 
wanted to get better. He replied, No; he wanted the Lorp‘to take 
him to that good place, heaven. In answer to some questions from 
Mrs. Scott and others, he said he was not afraid to die, if the 
Lorp would take him; and he believed He would. When he 
was alone in the room, he continued in prayer most of the night 
and the following morning, till he departed. His death-bed was 
blessed to many, and cannot tail to encourage our kind friend, to 
persevere in her labor of love. Many Heathen were moved to 
tears on witnessing his death. 

**Our congregation continues in a pleasing state. Our church 
is filled with attentive hearers every Sunday; and, on particular 
festival days, is always too small to ‘contain those that wish to 
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gain admittance. We therefore do wish that Beaufort’s was a 
regular station ; it is ten miles from us, and is attended by crowded 
auditories whenever we preach there, and nearly two hundred 
people are on our lists at that place. A more encouraging pros- 
pect can hardly be within the view of the Missionary, or a more 
extensive field open to Him. The chief difficulty appears to be, 
want of means, and we trust the Lorp will not suffer His cause to 
fail for want of support. New Carmel can well afford another 
wing to be cut off. We have the joy to see the Heathen coming 
in from every quarter around us. At Mrs. Pinnock’s, in the 
neighborhood of Mount Airy, we have great encouragement, and 
were not our hands already full of work, we might visit other 
places. The schools continue to prosper, and some adults have 
been enabled, by means of private instruction, to read the New 
Testament. 

“On the 11th of last month, our married people had their 
Memorial-day ; seventy-two couples were present, who are regu- 
larly married. It was a very happy day to them and to us. A 
fortnight ago, we held our Prayer-day, when 55 persons attained 
new privileges ; 10 were baptized ; 23 received; and 22 became 
candidates; and the Sunday after, 2 were baptized, and 4 received 
at Beaufort’s. What shall we render unto the Lorp for all his 
goodness to us, in letting us see such fruits, notwithstanding much 
opposition in some quarters, and very general distress! 1 know 
that you and all our dear British friends will join us in thanking 
the Lorp, and in praying that this fruit may abide to His honor 
and glory.” 


“ December 25th, 1831. 


“Since day-light this morning we have been busily engaged, 
and have had no time till five o’clock this evening, even to take 
refreshment. Our church has been so well attended, that Brother 
Renkewitz and myself have had two congregations—one of us 
preaching in the chapel to as many as it could hold, and the other 
in the school room at the same time, and we expect even more 
to-morrow than we have had to-day. By the Lorp’s mercy, we 
are all in good health at present, and have the joy to see the 
Lorp’s work prosper in our hands. Our schools are going on as 
usual; had we more laborers, we could extend our: efforts, for 
new doors are continually opening to us. 

“At Malvern, I assisted Brother Ellis to lay the corner-stone of 
a building 50 feet by 30, which is to be used as a school-room 
and chapel. This ceremony took place on Friday the 22d of 
December. The following Sunday I had the favor to testify of 
the Redeemer’s love to a large auditory, on the neighboring estate 
of Mr. Miller. What a pity that we are so much straitened for 
want of men and means! Here we have a glorious harvest of 
souls, which seems only to need gathering in. Our congregation 
in the Darliston Mountains is so large that it would find sufficient 
employment for one couple; and our hired house is too small to 
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hold the people, even on a week-day evening. O that the Lorp 
would raise up suitable servants to engage in this great work! 
“ Joun ScHOLEFIELD.” 


FROM BROTHER P. RICKSECKER. 


“* Mesopotamia, November 18th, 1831. 


* Dear Brotuer,—At this station we cannot speak as yet, of 
a great increase of hearers from the immediate neighborhood ; 
some are not permitted to come; others say, we are too inquisi- 
tive, that is, we inquire too strictly how, and in what manner they 
live. It is, however, probable that more would attend from 
neighboring estates, if we had a place of our own. Five couples 
have been married lately. In two instances, the baptism and 
marriage of the parties took place on the same day. On Sundays, 
we have school from 9 to 11 o’clock, but frequently not more than 
twelve attend from this place. Instruction is also given on 
Tuesday and Thursday evenings, but in general not many come 
to receive it. Latterly, some have appeared more eager to learn, 
but as crop-time is near at hand, I am afraid this eagerness will 
soon abate. We but lately obtained permission for the children, 
who are too young to work on the estate, to be brought to us in 
the morning by some of our old members. Some free brown 
children from Cross-path, who can read, come to us every day to 
school; thus our time is pretty well occupied. I have lately been 
at Beaufort’s: the house was thronged with attentive hearers : 
to me it was a blessed day, and I considered myself well rewarded 
for the fatigue of twelve miles’ travelling. I heartily wish a 
Missionary might live in these mountains; the present appears to 
be the right time for us to work among the inhabitants of this 
district, for the Lorp has opened wide the door. 

“In July, my dear wife and myself began to feel the effects of 
the wet season, and we had attacks of fever alternately. Mine 
terminated in sore legs, which obliged me to remain at home: but 
Sister Ricksecker had much to suffer from fever in the month of 
August; and as there is still a weakness remaining from her 
former sickness, I was the more concerned on her account. Our 
servants have been ailing, one after another, since last crop-time. 
We have much reason to thank the Lorp, that our children have 
been tolerably well hitherto. 

“In September, Brother Light arrived here, quite unexpectedly, 
to our great joy and comfort; he took Sister Ricksecker and the 
children with him to Irwin-hill, and I followed them, at the time 
of our conference, and stayed till October 3d. The change of air 
proved very beneficial to us. Remember us in your prayers. 

“ Perer RicksEcKER.” 
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ST. KITTS. 


EXTRACT OF LETTERS FROM BROTHER G. ROBINS; 


3 “ Basseterre, July 26th, 1831. 

* Dear Brotuer,—The packet which brought me your kind 
letter of June 3d, was likewise the bearer of directions from the 
owners of Profit estate, to the gentlemen to whom the management 
is committed, to make over to us two acres of waste land, for the 
purpose of a Mission settlement. According to appointment, I 
went yesterday to that estate, accompanied by my colleagues, 
where we met with a very friendly reception on the part of the 
manager, and had soon the pleasure to see the ground prelimina- 
rily fixed upon, measured and marked out. The plan is to be 
drawn without loss of time, and forwarded to England, for the 
inspection of the worthy proprietor, who, we trust, will give the 
necessary instructions for the execution of a legal conveyance. 
As the situation is rather exposed to the wind, we have thought it 
best to build with stones, which can be procured at a reasonable 
price. It will be necessary for Brother Shick to remove to the 
neighborhood as soon as we commence operations, that he may 
inspect the work; and in this view, we must endeavor to procure 
for him a temporary place of abode. We purpose erecting the 
dwelling-house first, the dimensions of which are to be twenty 
feet by forty, with a cellar floor. The church should be forty-five 
feet by thirty. The formation of this new settlement wili doubt- 
less be attended with many difficulties, both to you who have to 
provide the means, and ourselves who must engage in the work. 
Yet we trust that the Lorp will also on this occasion dispose the 
hearts of his people to come to our assistance, and to support us 
by their intercessions at the Throne of grace. All the negroes 
whom we saw and conversed with on the day alluded to, expressed 
their joy when we informed them of our object in coming to reside 
among them, which is none other than to make known unto them 
the Gospel of that Saviour whose “words are spirit and life” to 
the souls of all who receive them. The negro population in the 
vicinity of the intended settlement, is very considerable.” 


*¢ November 14th, 1831. 


“Immediately after the 25th of July, the day on which we took 
possession of the land, we began to purchase building materials, 
and the work has since been gradually advancing. ‘The Confer- 
ence came to the determination to proceed with the building of 
the dwelling-house, leaving the church and out-buildings until we 
receive the title deeds of the land, which we hope you will soon 
be able to procure. 

‘“‘[ have the pleasure on this occasion to inform you of the safe 
arrival of Brother and Sister Biegler, on the 29th of October ; 
their voyage lasted only fourteen days. After having been alone 
Vor. IV.—42 
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for nearly two months, you may believe that we made them 
heartily welcome. They engage in the service of our Saviour 
with their whole hearts, and we hope the Lorp will bless their 
labors of love, in this part of His vineyard.” 


FROM BROTHER SHICK. 


‘* Deep-Bay, November 12th, 1831. 

“ Dear Brotner,—We arrived here September the 20th, after 
having taken leave of the negro congregation in Basseterre, on 
the 18th, and of our dear fellow laborers on the 19th, with feelings 
more easily felt than described. 

“Here we now live at a place where nothing is agreeable but 
the fresh air, which we, dwelling quite close to the sea, get from 
thence, as it were, at first hand. Oh how do we wish that our 
house at the Profit estate may soon be finished! The first stone 
was laid on October the 4th, Brother Seitz and myself being 
present. The wall is now about ten feet high from the foundation; 
and will probably be finished in little more than three weeks. 
The carpenter can then put up the roof, which has been mean- 
while constructed in Basseterre. We hope to be able to move 
into it in January next. I am obliged to spend more or less of 
every day at the place of building, and have my full share-of the 
difficulties and anxieties attendant on undertakings of this kind, 
especially in the West Indies. May the Lorp help me through 
them, and continue to be my guide, support, and comfort. 

“ Although we study economy as much as possible, I fear the 
expense of the new settlement will be very considerable, particu- 
larly as the place is at some distance from the high road, and 
being situated on the edge of a deep gulley, the cartage of stone, 
timber, &c., is very expensive. It is, however, one of the 
healthiest spots in the island, and when once in regular occupa- 
tion, no expense need to be incurred for vegetables, grass, or 
wood. At present, it is a little wilderness.” 


** November 13th. 

“T have just come from performing divine service at the mana- 
ger’s house, which was not so well attended to-day as it usually 
is. In general, the manager himself and several of the neighbor- 
ing planters are present, who seem very desirous that their 
negroes should hear the Gospel. The evening service, three times 
a week, is held in our spacious dwelling-house at the Bay, and is 
frequented by a great number of white and colored people, beside 
negroes. Mr. Edmeads, a gentleman residing at Sandy-point, has 
kindly granted us this house, as a temporary residence, till our 
own should be in a habitable state. The situation is healthy, but 
much exposed, the harbor being immediately opposite our win- 
dow. I am thankful to say, my wife and our dear children enjoy 
much better health here than they did in town. [If it should 
please the Lorp to dispose the hearts of the negroes to hear the 
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Gospel, we may look forward to the collecting of a large congre- 
gation at the new place, for the surrounding population is very 
considerable. When we are settled, I hope to establish a regular 
school ; at present, all we can do is to give instruction to about a 
dozen children.” 


ANTIGUA. 
EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM BROTHER B. HARVEY. 


“ St. John’s, September 29th, 1831. 

“On Tuesday last, the 20th instant, the Brethren Newby and 
Bayne set off in a gig from Cedar-Hill, to come hither for the 
celebration of the memorial-day of the 16th of September. After 
they had entered the town, the horse suddenly took fright, and 
turned down a roughly paved street in a furious manner toward 
the wharf. Brother Bayne, trying to check him, broke the reins, 
on which he jumped out, fell, and was taken up senseless, with a 
concussion of the brain. Brother Newby kept his seat till he 
fainted away. The horse rushed on, till coming to a narrow alley 
on the right, he turned into it, and left the vehicle behind him, 
which was stopped by an upright post at the corner of the house. 
Brother Newby then fell out and fractured his left arm and two 
ribs, beside receiving a severe hurt on his left ancle. As soon as 
he was sufficiently recovered, he was brought in a chair to my 
house, where he has been joined by his wife, and now remains 
under medical care. He is doing well. Brother Bayne remained 
a long time speechless, but on reviving, was carried from the 
house before which he fell, to that of a member of our congrega- 
tion in the next street, where he now remains, well nursed and 
attended to by his wife, our good friend Dr. Nicholson, and the 
family in whose house he is. I am glad and thankful to say that 
he also is doing well, being now quite sensible, and, though weak, 
improving gradually from day to day. Such was the agitation 
prevailing among us, and among our friends in the town, that we 
were obliged to omit the intended celebration. Much sickness 
has occurred of late in our Mission family. At present we are all 
well, by Gop’s mercy, excepting Brother Zellner, and the Brethren 
Newby and Bayne. 

“IT suppose you will shortly receive from Brother Wright a full 
account of our proceedings at Gracehill, where we lately laid the 
corner-stone for a new church. The walls on which the wooden 
structure will be erected, are nearly finished. The architect’s 
estimate for the building of the walls, and the building and mate- 
rials of the wooden church, windows, iron work, &c., excepted, is 
about 700/. sterling. His estimate for the building and materials 
of the school-house at St. John’s, excepting the stone work, 
(which has been finished to-day,) but including windows, iron 
work, &c., is 550/. sterling. We have used our best endeavors 
to get the work done cheap and well. 

“ B. Harvey.” 
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EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM BROTHER JOHN COLEMAN. 

“ St. John’s, January 7th, 1832. 

“ Dear Broruer,—The supply of school-books and tracts, of 
which part are a gift from the Santer School Society, I duly 
received, and beg to offer to our kind and generous friends the 
grateful acknowledgments of our Mission-conference, as well as 
those of our teachers and monitors, who were highly delighted 
with these Christmas presents. ‘The negroes are by no means so 
dull as some apprehend; without instruction they are clever 
enough to contrive for their own interest, and are complete adepts 
at evasion; and when they have learned to read a little, their 
intelligence and inquisitiveness are frequently surprising ; were 
these qualities less frequently mixed with self-importance and 
vanity, it would be greatly to their own advantage. To prevent 
as far as in us lies, the introduction of licentious publications 
among those who can read, or to counteract their baneful influence 
where they have found their way, approved religious books are 
truly valuable; for we believe that under the influence of the 
blessed Spirit of Gop, they will be instrumental in giving a godly 
bias to the fondness of the negro for reading. When distributing 
such books and tracts among them, I am often encouraged by 
the recollection of those words, ‘ Blessed are ye that sow by ail 
waters.” 

“To our friends we have likewise to express our gratitude for 
the presents of books, sewing materials, &c., sent by them. for the 


use of the schools, In return for their kindness, we can only 
pray, that they may have the joy to hear that their labor is not in 
vain in the Lorn; and that they may be rewarded, by knowing 
that the objects of their Christian solicitude, the young people 
and children under our care, walk in truth and prosper for the 
Redeemer, Joun CoLeman.” 


CENTENARY JUBILEE OF THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE 
BRETHREN’S MISSIONS. 

On the 21st August, 1832, a hundred years had passed over, 
since the Moravian exiles at Herrnhut sent forth their two first 
messengers to preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches 
of Curist. The congregations of the United Brethren scattered 
throughout Christian and Heathen lands, therefore, in compliance 
with the recommendation of the Bishops and Elders of their 
Church, assembled together on that day, or on the ensuing Lord’s 
day, for the celebration of a solemn festival. In taking a retro- 
spect of the way, by which the Great Head of the Church has 
been pleased to lead them, and of the blessing which He has 
caused to rest on their feeble and defective labors, they felt con- 
strained, as one man, to exclaim,—“ We are not worthy of the 
least of all the mercies, and of all the truth, which the Lory hath 
showed unto His servants. What shall we render unto the Lorp 
for all His benefits toward us? We will take the cup of salva- 
tion, and call upon the name of the Lorv, We will pay our vows 
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unto the Lorp, now in the presence of all His people.” With 
these feelings of humble and devout gratitude, the members and 
servants of the Brethren’s Church respectfully call upon their 
Christian Brethren of other denominations, and especially those 
kind and generous friends who, for so many years, have acted 
toward them with more than fraternal affection, to participate in 
their joy, and to unite with them in ascribing to the only wise 
Gop our Saviour, all the glory of whatever has been hitherto 
effected toward the extension of His kingdom, by means of 
instruments so unworthy, and in supplicating Him to pardon all 
their transgressions and mistakes, and to extend to them also in 
future His blessing, support, and direction, in the prosecution of 
their Missionary labors. 














































CIRCULAR LETTER OF THE SYNODAL COMMITTEE FOR THE MANAGE- 
MENT OF THE MISSIONS OF THE UNITED BRETHREN, ACCOMPA- 
NYING THE STATEMENT OF 1890. 


Herrnhut, October 24, 1831. 


Dearest BRETHREN AND Sisters,—The portentous signs of 
the times, when tumult, war, and pestilence prevail in so many 
countries, and cause, every where, great confusion and distress, 
may well fill the mind with anxiety, and with expectations of evil 
yet tocome. At such a period, how encouraging and reviving is 
it to the heart of the believer, to trace the peaceful progress of 
the kingdom of Cyrist in the Heathen world, where the fields 
appear more and more white unto the harvest, and where the 
Gospel spreads from land to land, and from nation to nation! 
With humble joy and gratitude, we contemplate that part of the 
great work, which is committed to the Brethren’s Church, of the 
commencement of which the centenary anniversary is fast 
approaching. 

We proceed to state the course of our Missions during the year 
1830. At the close of that year, the number of Brethren and 
- Sisters employed in 42 settlements amounted to 209, 15 of whom 
are newly appointed. Five Brethren and Sisters retired from 
service within the year, and two entered into the joy of their 
Lorp. Twelve of those employed, are children of Missionaries. 

The Mission in Greenland had to suffer from two trying circum- 
stances: from the dispersion of the members of the congregations, 
by order of the Chamber of Commerce in Copenhagen, and the 
delay in sending the necessary timber for building the church at 
Fredericksthal. But the state of the Mission was encouraging, 
and the two southern settlements had received an accession of 
numbers from among the Heathen. In Fredericksthal, however, 
upward of 30 natives died of the pleurisy. 

In Labrador, the establishment of a new station, called Hebron, 
has been greatly assisted by the Brethren’s Society for the Further- 
ance of the Gospel in London, who have kindly sent materials for 
erecting the necessary buildings. A desirable opportunity of 

hearing the Gospel is hereby afforded to the northern Esquimaux, 
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of which we pray that they may be disposed to avail themselves, 
as their southern Brethren have done. 

The congregation of believing Delawares in Upper Canada, 
consisting of near 300 persons, is diligently attended by the Mis- 
sionaries, whose labors have been productive of renewed fruit. 
The same may be said of the Mission among the Cherokees, not- 
withstanding the many difficulties with which it is encompassed, 
owing to the political state of the country. 

The seven congregations of believing negroes in the Danish 
West India Islands have continued to enjoy outward peace and 
many spiritual blessings from the Lorp’s hand: and at Fredericks- 
thal a new Mission-house is in course of erection. 

In the English Islands the Missionaries bestow much attention 
on the work of negro education, and the schools increase in 
number and usefulness. In Jamaica a new settlement has been 
begun in St. Elizabeth’s parish, called New Fulnec; and the 
Mission at Mesopotamia, in Westmoreland, has been renewed. 
In Antigua, many changes have taken place among the Missiona- 
ries, owing to the lamented decease of Brother Johansen. There 
are five settlements in that island. At St. John’s, the spiritual 
charge of nearly 7,000 negroes is attended with much labor and 
not a few difficulties, arising from various causes. In St. Kitt’s 
and Barbadoes the meetings in the church and schools are well 
attended. In the island of Tobago, where a Mission was renewed 
three years ago, from 500 to 600 negroes attend the Brethren’s 
ministry. 

In Surinam, Brother Passavant has been appointed superintend- 
ent of the Mission, which proceeds under the divine blessing. 
The Society for Promoting Christianity among the Heathen Popu- 
lation affords willing assistance, and many plantations near Voor- 
zorg and Fort Amsterdam are visited by the Brethren. 

In South Africa we have six settlements. The Missionaries are 
diligently employed, and Gop’s grace prevails among their con- 
gregations. At Gnadenthal the schools flourish more and more. 
At Hemel-en-Aarde, Brother and Sister Tietze were eagerly re- 
ceived by the poor lepers, as successors to Brother and Sister 
Leitner, and their labor is not in vain. At Elim, the number of 
converts, as well as of residents, is on the increase. The great 
and destructive drought throughout the Cape Colony did great 
injury to Enon. The Mission among the Tambookies, at Shiloh, 
affords the means of instruction to many savages of different 
tribes, and numbered 113 inhabitants at the close of the year, 
whose spiritual and temporal welfare the Brethren seek to pro- 
mote, by every possible means. Brother Hallbeck’s visit was 
productive of many useful arrangements. 

The disbursements on account of our Missionary work, during 
the year 1830, amounted to $49,702 89, the largest sum which 
has ever been expended within a similar period. This will not 
be a subject of surprise to those who consider, that during this 
period, three new stations were formed, and many journeys by 
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land and sea undertaken, and that a provision was required to be 
made for not less than 78 retired Missionaries, and a proportion- 
ately large number of children. That the contributions from 
members of our own Church, added to the far more considerable 
donations received from benevolent friends in Great Britain and 
North America, and on the Continent of Europe, should have 
raised the means of meeting this expenditure as high as $49,160 13, 
we esteem a renewed proof of the blessing of the Lorp on the 
work committed to us. The deficiency in the year’s account of 
$542 76, has been liquidated by the surplus of 1829, leaving a 
small balance in hand of $119 94. 

The receipts on account of the Separate Fund for the exten- 
sion of our West India Mission, were $385 56; which, added to 
the surplus of $92 40 remaining at the close of 1829, produced a 
sum of $477 96. The expenditure during the same period having 
been $1,485 43, a deficiency of $1007 47 remains to be provided 
for. The West India school-fund, on the other hand, shows a 
surplus of $1,457 92, the amount placed at our disposal for pur- 
poses connected with negro education having been $3,169 55, 
and the disbursements $1,711 63. 

In making this report to our Brethren and Sisters, we feel 
pleasure and gratitude in considering the active participation in 
the welfare of our Missions, exhibited both in our own econgrega- 
tions, and by so many children and servants of Gop in other 
churches. We thank them most cordially for their assistance, 
and pray Gop to bless and reward them richly. But we also 
entreat them not to be weary in well doing, but to continue to 
afford us the means of carrying on this work, which extends itself 
from year to year; and above all, to remember the work. itself, 
and all who are engaged in it, in their supplications at the Throne 
of grace. In conclusion, we commend ourselves, and the import- 
ant concerns committed to us, to your fervent prayers and inter- 
cessions; and remain, together with the whole Elders’ Conference 
of the Unity, in the fellowship of our Saviour Jesus Curist, your 
most affectionate Brethren, 

G. M. Scunerper, Hans Wien, C. G. Huerret. 


General Statement at the close of 1830. 





Surplus of 1829, : - - - $662 70 
Deduct deficiency of 1830 as per account annexed, 542 76 
Surplus available for general purposes, - - S119 94 


Receipts an. Disbursements of the Missions of the United 
Brethren, in 1830. 


RECEIPTS. 
Collections in the Settlements of the Brethren, $7,822 26 
Benefactions from members of the Brethren’s Societies 
on the Continent, - - . . 2,611 55 


10,433 81 
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Brought forward, - - - - 10,433 81 
Contributions from friends on the Con- 

tinent, - - $5,049 67 
Contributions from friends in thé British 

Islands, - - 19,948 40 
Contributions do. in North America, 9,137 78 : 

——_—s_—« 34, 135 85, é 

Legacies, - - - - - 4,566 44 
Profit by course of exchange, - - : 19 37 
Casual receipts, - - - - 4 66 





$49,160 13 
Balance deficient, - - - “. 542 76 


$49,702 89 












DISBURSEMENTS. 
For Greenland, - - $3,100 16 









By Agent’s and Book-keeper’s Salaries, 
Stationary and Sundry Expenses, $1,250 41 
By Postage and carriage of accounts, &c. 574 85 





| For Surinam, - - - 503 59 
For Barbadoes, - - 4,398 70 
For St. Kitts, - - - 2,142 51 
| For Antigua, - - - 10,804 52 
| For Jamaica, - - - 4,731 19 ns 
For Tobago, - - - 1,464 69 X 
For Labrador,* - - - 886 14 
For Danish Islands,t - - 000 00 
Among the North American Indians, 1,994 00 
For South Africa, - - 3,406 07 
is —— $33,431 ‘57 
i 








1,825 26 
By Pensions to 18 married and 6 unmarried. 
Brethren, - 3,596 67 
By Pensions to 33 Widows, - 1,593 12 
By do. to 83 Children at school or trades, 7,283 98 
—_~=se«—«112, 473 -77 
By Contributions to the support of Missionaries still 
engaged in service in Europe, - - 888 88 ¥ 
By Travelling Expenses, - . - 668 54 
By Interest, more paid than received, - 414 87 


$49,702 89 

















* The Mission in Labrador is supported by the Brethren’s Society for the Further- 
ance of the Gospel in London; the Synodal Committee pay the charges of the 
Missionaries till they arrive in England. 

+ The Mission in the Danish Islands supports itself. 












